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UNDP at the Centre for 
Environment Education (CEE) 
campus in Ahmedabad. As 

In the past month alone, said FODS member Suniti GEF UNDP SGP completed 20 
Bhishan Datta the other day, I have seen four seasons at years in India, they organised 
once: Winter, summer, the monsoon and spring. It has in a three-day SGP India meet 
been that kind of a March-April this year. And from all to discuss and define strategies 
accounts, this is the way the planet is going to continue for mainstreaming, replicating 
to keep us on our toes. and scaling-up innovations, 
Winter was not as cold as it usually is in Dehradun and piloted and supported under 
the hills around, although it was colder than the year SGP India. Says Bharat, 
before. The winter rain that just waved from a distance “FODS gave a presentation of 
at Mussourie in 2015-16, made a couple of strong visits our work in project villages 
right into February 2017. But again, will that be enough under the SGP theme, “Land Degradation – Forestry”. 
to sustain us through summer? Rising temperatures in We also participated in different concurrent sessions on 
March led to the reappearance of forest fires, which different topics like Biodiversity Conservation, 
usually appear a bit later in the year. Climate change and Persistent Organic Pollutants.
And Skymet, the private meteorological forecaster, has A stall was provided to FODS in “GREEN HAAT” to 
said that 2017 will be bad monsoon – third year running showcase the village products for public. FODS 
– because of the El Nino effect. newsletters and brochures were distributed. Our village 
Just looking at Dehradun, the few months of slow down products like Garam Masala and Chai Masala were in 
post-demonetisation apart, you can see the scars of great demand and we sold out”. CEE is trying to involve 
endless “development”. For all the conversations the different government departments to provide funds to 
Citizens' Action Group had with the MDDA last year NGOs.”
about the dangers of unbridled construction on the  MC member Surjeet Singh Khaira retired from 
environment, the effect has clearly been minimal. No Welham Boys School in 2016. His passion for 
one is buying and right now no one is building but they geography and the environment remain as strong as 
all hope that better days will come along. And even ever. He tells us a little about the Himalayan Geography 
nursery children these days know that the more trees Society which he founded. And the back page of this 
you cut, the more you suffer. edition of the newsletter is a delicious burst of spring 
CAG is now looking at how to tackle the rejuvenation colour from the flowering trees in Doon around now.
of Doon's two main rivers, the Rispana and the Bindal. FOD members went on a picnic to the forest resthouse 
The government has some grand “river redevelopment at Jhajra, just west of Dehradun on the way to Chakrata. 
scheme” but little of it has much connection with The photographs of the fun had are on the inside cover 
increasing water flow by recharging feeder streams. pages and the report follows Florence's Project 
The focus as usual is on more development. The human Updates. I find it surprising that I received no 
cost is also in limbo as politicians protect their various photographs of the food. I hope it is not because of 
vote banks. Some of these problems are explained in anything I might have said in earlier newsletters?
Florence Pandhi's exact and detailed Project Updates. Other highlights are a very moving poem on child 
FOD member and senior journal Nirmal Ghosh has labour by Bharat's daughter Samriddhi and the smiling 
written a fine piece for this newsletter – with almost no faces of the children from 2016's NEAP project run so 
arm-twisting by me – on the need to find a quick and ably by Sunita and Rajive Rekhi.
intelligent solution to roadways through reserved There are couple of book reviews, which might interest 
forests. There is a fight going on in Corbett over the some of you. They are books I found fascinating 
kandi road, with an online petition gaining signatures to recently – Alan Weisman's The World Without Us and 
stop the state from building a road that locals want. Peter Wohllenben's The Hidden Life of Trees.
Elsewhere, the safe passage of elephants through Rajaji I must thank Suniti for generously sharing photos 
at Motichur and at other place remains a problem. whenever I ask for them and Nirmal for allowing me to 
Nirmal has some excellent solutions. steal a picture from his Facebook page.
Sugato Chaudhuri delights as usual as he reminisces The good news is that the Friends of the Doon website is 
about the monsoon in Rajaji. The joy of Nature is offset, almost ready at last and I expect it to be up and running 
for instance, with the increase of pestilential insects! in a couple of weeks. It will be synchronised with our 
Besides those very unnecessary visitors, we have our Facebook page and a Twitter account, bringing us up to 
usual array of elephants, leopards, birds and snakes. speed! 
And an interesting conflict over black-throated munias! As ever, thanks to Samaya Sakshaya, Raanu Bisht and 
Bharat Sharma made a trip to Leh last year and returned Manendra Kukkad for their expertise in bringing this 
with photographs of a spectacular landscape, one of issue out. And to Bharat Sharma for all the extra help!
which is on the cover and here's Bharat posing on this 
page. He also participated in a Pan-India SGP meet of 
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PROJECT UPDATES
is one project which is starved of funds.  Our old donor 
from the USA has lost contact with us, and we 
constantly approach the same benefactors in FODS to 
put their hands in their pockets.  Considering the NATURE AND ENVIRONMENT AWARENESS 
desperate plight of the vanishing greenery of Dehradun, PROGRAMME (NEAP)    
we feel the need to expand the planting, bringing in It is April and the new NEAP year has begun. This time 
more and more institutes and young people.  We are we have returned to the CNI Girls' School, having 
hoping to work hard on this over the next few months, already done one stint there three years ago. It is a richly 
contacting and involving the public in a “hands on rewarding experience choosing schools from 
planting season”.economically weaker 

sections. The staff 
NATURE AND WILD LIFE CONSERVATIONand students are 
There are four main issues here that FODS is deeply always enthusiastic, 
aware of that need cooperation from the state keen to learn, and 
government – the elephant corridor outside of and into grateful for every 
Rajaji National Park, which is coupled with the input. As always, we 
proposed relocation of the have a money crunch. 
railway, and the shifting of Our old donor has 
the army's ammunition faded away and we are now reliant on members, most of 
dump.  Absolu te ly  no  whom have donated time and time again for various 
change has taken place on FODS' projects.  We would really like to expand NEAP, 
these issues. In fact, recently making it a more exciting project, and even more 
t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  inclusive for institutions where we have never been 
Monitoring Committee before. The team of NEAP work hard, giving up a great 
approached the Defence deal of free time to the project, for which we are 
Ministry regarding an extremely grateful.
alternative site for the dump, 
but, the reply is long THE NEWSLETTER
awaited. The question of the Each edition of the Newsletter gets better and better, 
Tongias and the Asan thanks to Ranjona Banerji, a professional journalist and 
wetlands remains in the same dormant position.   We member of our society. This edition is also an exciting 
recently had a visit from Nirmal Ghosh, our life update that mirrors the activities of our society, and 
member, who is now stationed in Washington DC. He showcases articles and photographs of our members.  
gave us a few valuable suggestions about the elephant Ranjona is interested to hear from any member who has 
corridor and the need to interact with WII on conflict comments, short stories, jokes etc. that have a 
mediation that is the present topic.  FODS has already connection to environment issues. The reader will find 
taken up two of the Tongia villages, and with WWF a great improvement in the content and presentation 
shall get involved in a third, using our tried and well which will add to the interest of those in our society, 
tested formula for development in the villages.and, hopefully, to those whom we give a copy to as part 

of our public relations exercise.
PROGRAMME SUBCOMMITTEE
We recently organised a winter outing for our members TREES FOR DOON (T for D)
to the Jhajra Forest block. This has already been Surjeet Singh Khaira and Bharat Sharma are now busy 
covered in this edition of the newsletter. We do hold with inspection of new sites where 
managing committee the last planting can be done. The 
m e e t i n g s  v e r y  last plantation had reasonably 
regularly, keeping in good results with a couple of 
m i n d  t h a t  o u r  notable failures.  We urge all new 
members need to planters the need for after-care of 
k n o w  w h a t  i s  the delicate saplings. Sometimes, 
happening in our good advice falls on deaf ears, so 
society.  Your source we increase our surveillance after 
of information is well each planting season. Again, this 
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covered within the newsletter, so, please, do read it well attended by women; 10 biogas plants are ready for 
whenever a new edition comes out. The Citizens Action installation; there are six beneficiaries for Trade Tool 
Group (CAG) has kept up pressure on the Smart City Kits; solar lantern recharging stations have done well; 
Plan, and is now involving itself in the River and feelers have been put out to ITC SIDCUL, with an 
Rejuvenation Project, covering the deplorable intention of enlisting its involvement under CSR for 
condition of the Rispana and the Bindal rivers. work within the villages. We have now been working in 

the villages for about six years, and the level of 
THE WII/FODS INTERSCHOOL NATURE AND development and independence is remarkable to see. 
WILDLIFE QUIZ       Our collaboration, fund wise, with the Tata Trusts and 
The school quiz will be held in Wild Life Week, which is UNDP has now ended, and we shall be commencing a 

the first week in new programme in a new village with a partnership of 
October in any the World Wild Life Fund in India. This, again, will 
year. Again, we follow our dynamic and successful formula, which has 
remind members been used and honed in the last six villages. 
tha t  they  are  Florence Pandhi, Secretary, FODS
w e l c o m e  t o  
attend this very 
interesting and 
we l l -managed  
event. We do send 
a notice around 
via email, so, let 

us know of any plan to join our party in the FODS jeep. 
Last year we had more than 20 schools participating, 
and hope to have more than that this year. We may 
expand this project by going back into the schools to 
have debates, organised by a host school, where 
students can freely interact on a chosen environmental 
subject. We also plan to invite notable national 
speakers, again for the schools and the general public, 
who will speak on crucial environment issues.  

THE VILLAGE PROJECTS 
FODS has moved into the sixth village now in the 
Rasulpur area, Teera Tongia, which is adjacent to Teera 
Tanda.  Again, places of poverty and backwardness.  
There has been an excellent response from the villagers 
to the new programmes. Adult education classes are 

Soul-uplifting Jhajra
We finally made it – after repeated attempts to get a 
permit for a forest rest house, numerous trips to forest 
offices never before known to exist, permission 
given and then withdrawn (twice) so that forest VIPs 
could be given preference, and a last ditch attempt to 
get people in the right place to step in and help – we 
did it! We secured a permit to visit the Jhajra forest 
block, ostensibly for bird-watching, though we went 
after the birds had settled down for an afternoon 
siesta. With two jeeps and a couple of cars, we 
arrived at the well-kept Jhajra forest rest house in 
time to appreciate the beautiful, peaceful 
surroundings that do not bear much of a human 
stamp on it.  
What a joy to get out of Dehradun's filthy, chaotic 
concrete hell. We could breathe clean air, take a long, 
leisurely stroll along a deeply shaded boulevard 
within the forest, and all we could hear was the 
twittering of birds and the rustle of leaves.  No 
vehicles!  And, apart from the odd, passing leopard, 
there was no danger to our mortal coils.  It is always a 
pleasure to be in a group of friends who share 
common interests. Ours?  A clean, beautiful, 
preserved environment, followed very closely by the 
love of good food. 
Our FODS members have a skill set that could put an 
events manager to shame.  The outing was worth all 
the effort, with its salubrious surroundings, its soul-
uplifting peace, the epicurean delights brought and 
shared by our participants, and the camaraderie of 
old friends.
A word to the reader – why not add your name to the 
list next time? It will create a memory to warm your 
heart.
Florence Pandhi
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For a number of years, I have been seeing a few colonies of 

black throated munias (Lonchura kelaarti) but since the bird 

books I have say (or imply) that they do not frequent these 

parts, I thought I was wrong in my observation. After all, who 

was I, especially with my weak eyesight, to contradict Salim Ali 

and Dillon Ripley? However, this time I had some young people 

with me with excellent eyesight and unbiased minds, and they 

observed these birds carefully, and, separately, identified them 

from the book illustration. So I am now going to write to the 

Bombay Natural History Society about it. Maybe Suniti Datta can 

cast more light on this?

65

damage to crops – on a trip to and from Delhi, the car I was Let it rain, let it rain, let it rain
in was diverted from the main road because the road was 
damaged, I could see flooded fields on either side for 

The monsoon is a time of great joy and of pestilential 
considerable distances. 

insects. How did the 2016 monsoon treat the Rajaji 
Erosion of the hills has been especially severe in 2016, 

Tiger Reserve? Our resident diarist Sugato 
vast quantities of soil being brought down by rushing 

Chaudhuri once again delights us with the doings of 
waters in the erstwhile dry river beds, bringing large trees 

ticks, snakes, leopards, elephants and peacocks as the 
and other vegetation downstream with the current. 

rains come pouring down over the forest.
Roads within the park have been damaged badly in many 
places, and rendered un-navigable by vehicular traffic. 

It is one of the minor tragedies of fate that one cannot 
The great wall of the Rajaji Tiger Reserve has been 

write an article about life here in the monsoons and 
breached in a number of places. Electric lines often break 

expect the reader of the Newsletter to react it in the 
down, not only causing inconvenience to users, but a 

appropriate atmosphere of rain, humidity, sometimes 
positive danger to humans as well as animals, both wild 

thunder and lightning, which would have imparted a 
and domestic.

sense of realism to the printed word. However one 
So much for the depressing side of excessive rains. 

must bow to the inevitable, and resign oneself to the 
However, we could not live without them. Aside from this 

prospect of the reader perusing it in an ambience of 
generalized axiom, let us see what has been gained in 

clear, cold, brisk weather – no sweat, mosquitoes, 
specific areas.

flies, the like. For, this reason is when these creatures 
The aquifers, drained extensively by factories just outside 

breed and proliferate, causing considerable irritation 
the forest, have has a chance to be replenished. 

to mind and body, even bringing illness and 
Trees, bushes, and other forest vegetation love the rain, 

unhappiness to man and beast.
In addition to these pests fungus infections are rife, 
not only in the shape of disease, but also bringing on 
mould on food such as bread and fruit, rendering them 
inedible. 
This is the season for snakes to appear, and several 
have done so on my farm, including cobras and 
Russell's vipers, as well as a Hamadryad (a different 
one from that which was reported in an earlier issue of 
the News letter), also other non poisonous species. 
Scorpions and centipedes emerge from wherever they 
were hiding, as if by magic, and ticks infest all 
domestic animals. 
Wounds are slow to heal, and one has to do a lot of 
walking in slush and damp, which does no good for 
shoes or the feet that the latter encase.
Following the devastating fire which broke out earlier 
in 2016, extra heavy rains have caused considerable 

and the cover last year was exceptionally profuse and For a number of years, I have been seeing a few 
thick. One distressing observation substantial areas of colonies of black throated munias (Lonchura kelaarti) 
the forest are being once again invaded by parthenium but since the bird books I have say (or imply) that they 
weed, and I have not seen any evidence of the beetle do not frequent these parts, I thought I was wrong in my 
that kept it under control for the past few years. observation. After all, who was I, especially with my 
This thick vegetation provides excellent cover for weak eyesight, to contradict Salim Ali and Dillon 
animals, as well as plenty of forage for herbivores. Ripley? However, this time I had some young people 
Forest creatures, deride water during the arid pre- with me with excellent eyesight and unbiased minds, 
monsoon months, delight in this plenitude of water, and and they observed these birds carefully, and, separately, 
are no longer to be seen frequenting water holes. The identified them from the book illustration. So I am now 
temperatures come down sharply from that of late going to write to the Bombay Natural History Society 
May/early June, and that, in itself, is quite a relief. about it. May be Suniti Datta can cast more light on 
Elephants descended from their fastnesses, and it was this?
reported that they raided peripheral rice fields. Every year, the monsoons are heralded by the 
Peacocks, which so exuberantly exhibited their appearance of the Pied Crested Cuckoo (Clamator 
magnificent trains only a few weeks before the rains jacobirus), unfortunately, last year, it did not deign to 
were often seen slinking about through the visit my farm or its environs.
undergrowth, dragging their wet, bedraggled, and Leopards are plentiful, and why shouldn't they be? 
drooping tails behind them. However their erstwhile Food is plentiful; they are quite used to the proximity of 
spouses are quite spry at this time, and often travel Man, and nobody disturbs them. In addition, they are 
down the road with half-a- dozen or so of chicks highly 
following in a line. These chicks can now fly – they are adaptable animals, able to live under many kinds of 
about the rise of a partridge, and on being disturbed, diverse conditions.  Only a few days ago, two were 
will take flight in all directions with a whirr, going a heard fighting just outside Vishnu Farm.
short distance before landing in the bush, and creeping I would like to thank, with all my heart, Bharat Sharma, 
up again to rejoin their dam. who took enormous trouble to read my handwriting and 
Jungle fowl, too behave in much the same way, and type this article.  
their offspring, too, are in the same stage of 
development as the peachicks, although, of course 
much smaller. 
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Forest creatures, deride water during the arid pre- with me with excellent eyesight and unbiased minds, 
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Where Elephants May Walk

Nirmal Ghosh examines Uttarakhand's ongoing 

environmental issues and sets a workable agenda for 

the new administration
 
A new administration is a chance to address past 
negligence and errors and set new examples. 
Uttarakhand is at such a potential turning point. The 
key is to learn from the past, and also be humble 
enough to learn from others' best practices – or indeed 
tactics and strategies that have worked in the past in 

took the Supreme Court to stay the plan – an order that Uttarakhand itself – regardless of politics and 
remains valid today. According to reports however, the ideologies. 
state government is finally coming around to accepting Global warming has already affected Uttarakhand, 
that an elevated road is the best solution, given that it has which is in any case geologically unstable and 
been historically against realignment further south of the climatically vulnerable. While the state still has more 
proposed road. forest cover than many others, and can be proud of 
After initial disruption, disturbance and pollution on the environmental movements, it has nevertheless also 
ground, an elevated road would allow the forest and lost forest cover and is in danger of losing more forest 
biodiversity below to recover, possibly with some help to and biodiversity if it rests on old laurels and caves in 
replant damaged areas. There should however be cast iron to pressures from commercial interests. Wildlife-
guarantees that the ground below will not be used in any human conflict has risen, presenting district and state 
manner, with traffic passing by above with little or no authorities with serious problems. The water table in 
impact below. the foothills has plummeted, rivers and waterfalls that 
The elevated road must be properly designed to once ran all the year round now run dry in the summer.                             
accommodate traffic well into the future with at least a Perhaps most vulnerable are rivers and forests, both of 
100 year horizon, and it should be broad enough to which continue to be exploited. Forests are protective 
include service and management lanes for the kind of blankets and rivers are safety valves. Yet one does not 
traffic one can expect 100 years from now. The design have to look very far or hard in the state capital itself 
must be not conventional but futurist. to find examples of rivers that have been encroached 
And equally critically, the elevation should cover not just upon and are disasters in waiting. Rampant 
the Kaladhungi-Laldhang section but start earlier, just “development” on key roads in the foothills and the 

plains have left forest connectivity in tatters and 
endangered the future of protected areas. 
Then there is the issue of pollution. It is no use 
proclaiming as many do, how enlightened 
Uttarakhand is in terms of environmental protection, 
when there is little to show for it except streams and 
rivers clogged with garbage, much of it toxic.  
A new petition has been doing the rounds, asking the 

before Pakhrau – else it will remain inadequate from the state government not to convert the so-called kandi 
perspective of biodiversity protection and human road in Corbett National Park's southern zone, to an 
interference will continue to compromise and erode the all-weather state road. 
natural ecosystem. Human-wildlife conflict will become That increasing traffic on this road will hurt Corbett 
even more rampant. National Park should have long been obvious, but it 

The entire forest belt must be protected, not just a busiest freeways. But 
third or half. If the state government does this, it will solutions need to be 
find it has the support of local communities and applied on a case by 
interest groups, as well as environmental case basis; where 
organisations and the tourism industry (which will be there are elephants a 
badly affected if the southern zone of Corbett Tiger wildlife overpass may 
Reserve becomes a write-off, as would have certainly not work; much better 
happened if the old road plan had gone ahead). It is an elevated road. With 
obviously far better, and entirely possible, to work Uttarakhand's roads 
with pressure groups than against them, but that will set to be expanded in 
only happen if the state government produces an ecologically sensitive 
adequate plan in the first place. Political leadership areas it is critical that 
must allow the forest department, and relevant these issues are taken 
ecology and engineering experts, to do the right thing.  into account in design 
The Corbett road is not the only issue. The so-called and engineering. 
Motichur corridor, one of the most well-studied and U t t a r a k h a n d  c a n  
documented issues in the country, remains a serious remain mired in short 
impediment to wildlife movement and development term planning, mediocrity, crises and excuses, or think 
on this route has all but ruined forest connectivity. wise, big and futuristic – and set an example for the rest of 
Little has been done over the decades, to limit or the country to follow. The choice should be quite obvious. 
mitigate the damage. 
There are many examples of modern engineering of 
large infrastructure that ensures long term protection Nirmal Ghosh is US Bureau Chief, with the Straits Times, 
of natural habitat. One recent case that may be studied based in Washington DC. He is a life member of FODS 
is an ambitious overpass in California, to allow and Trustee of the Corbett Foundation India.
mountain lions passage across one of the country's 
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documented issues in the country, remains a serious 

impediment to wildlife movement and development on this 

route has all but ruined forest connectivity. Little has been 

done over the decades, to limit or mitigate the damage. 
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Damage to Coral ReefsShort Takes
Unprecedented coral bleaching in consecutive years has 
damaged two-thirds of Australia's Great Barrier Reef, 

On November 6, 2012, Donald Trump tweeted: "The 
aerial surveys have shown.

concept of global warming was created by and for the 
The bleaching - or loss of algae - affects a 1,500km (932 miles) 

Chinese in order to make U.S. manufacturing non-
area of the reef, according to scientists. 

competitive."
The latest damage is concentrated in the middle section, 

Indian Government sued by 9-year-old over climate 
whereas last year's bleaching hit mainly the north. 

change inaction
Experts fear the proximity of the two events will give damaged 

A nine-year-old girl has filed a lawsuit against the Indian 
coral little chance to recover.

government for failing to take action on climate change, 
Prof Terry Hughes, from James Cook University, said 

warning that young people will pay the price for the 
governments must urgently address climate change.

country's inaction. 
"Since 1998, we have seen four of these events and the gap 

In the petition filed with the National Green Tribunal, a 
between them has varied substantially, but this is the shortest 

special court for environment-related cases, Ridhima 
gap we have seen," Prof Hughes told the BBC.

Pandey said the government had failed to implement its 
Image copyright ARC Centre of Excellence for Coral Reef 

environment laws.
Studies 

“As a young person [Ridhima] is part of a class that 
"The sooner we take action on global greenhouse gas emissions 

amongst all Indians is most vulnerable to changes in 
and transition away from fossil fuels to renewables, the better."

climate, yet are not part of the decision making process,” 
Almost 800 coral reefs over an 8,000km area were assessed in 

the 52-page petition reads. It calls on the tribunal to direct 
the surveys by the Australian Research Council's Centre of 

the government “to take effective, science-based action to 
Excellence for Coral Reef Studies.

reduce and minimise the adverse impacts of climate 
The findings showed only the southern section was relatively 

change”.
unscathed.

Speaking to the Independent in the UK, Ridhima said: “My 
From: BBC Australia

government has failed to take steps to regulate and reduce 
Donald Trump and the US's climate change policy

greenhouse gas emissions, which are causing extreme 
President Donald Trump released his long-awaited executive 

climate conditions. This will impact both me and future 
order on the environment last week. As expected, the order 

generations. 
started the process of reversing President Barack Obama's 

“My country has huge potential to reduce the use of fossil 
Clean Power Plan, loosened regulations on U.S. oil, gas and 

fuels, and because of the government's inaction I 
coal production, and revoked a variety of previous executive 

approached the National Green Tribunal.”
orders that integrated climate change into federal policy 

India's Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 
planning. Environmentalists were relieved, however, to see 

Change and the Central Pollution Control Board have been 
that one major climate policy was spared the axe, at least for 

asked to respond within two weeks.
now: U.S. participation in the UN Paris climate agreement. But 

India has four of the 10 worst cities in the world in terms of 
they should not celebrate too quickly. Remaining in the accord 

air pollution. Together, India and China accounted for 
is not the same as abiding by it. A zombie Paris agreement — 

more than half the total number of global deaths 
with nominal participation but little practical adherence — 

attributable to air pollution in 2015, according to a recent 
carries a different but still substantial peril.

study.
From: Salon

From: The Guardian

Shimla, Delhi, Jodhpur, Celebrating, Studying and 
Bhopa l ,  Ut ta rkash i ,  Conserving the Earth
D u b a i  a n d  e v e n  
Indonesia. The society is 

The Himalayan Geographic Society, started by SS also honoured to have 
Khaira, works to bring geography and environmental some principals with a 

geography background as educationists together
members.
T h e  H i m a l a y a n  For five years, the Himalayan Geographic Society, an 
Geographical Society is a initiative of FODS member Surjeet Sing h Khaira, has 
literary and non profit successively brought Geography and Environmental 
association of teaching Science teachers and related experts together to 
fraternity.  Like any discuss and disseminate information and ideas on 
registered society it has their related subjects.
m i s s i o n  s t a t e m e n t ,  In November 2013, some like-minded Geography 
constitution, President, and Environmental Science teachers gathered at 
Secretary, and treasurer. The source of funding so far is Welham Boys School and after pondering over the 
the blessings of well-wishers and the generous support by need of the hour in these subjects, decided to create an 
advertisers. However to meet the daunting challenge of 
running the society donations are expected, which are 
duly appreciated and respected.
The main objective in the creation of this unique 
association is to promote Geography and EVS, bring 
teachers on a common platform, and disseminate 
knowledge on one hand and to encourage, inspire the 
ambitious teachers on the other. The society honours 
those whose hearts have led them to chose to become 
teachers or educationists.  
Every year, the HGS organises a Geo symposium in the 
months of May and November. One annual gathering is 
held in the last week of August. The chief guest for the 
occasion is a person who is expert in a related field and a 
good orator, for the benefit of teaching fraternity. At the 
same function a bi -annual journal cum magazine The 
Himalayan Geographer is also published. It is free to the 
members of society. The magazine welcomes articles on 
Geography, Environmental science, the Himalayas, 
Global warming, Climate change, Biodiversity, 
Conservation, wildlife, forth-coming seminars 
conferences, proceedings and so on from teachers, 
professors, educationists, scientists, researchers, heads of 
NGOs and people in the similar capacity. 
This May 2017 there would be celebration of 7th Geo 
symposium. As usual the venue and date is selected by the 
Executive committee a month in advance and members 
are informed accordingly. You are most welcome to join association which was named, The Himalayan 
us with prior intimation. At the symposium, teachers Geographical Society. The initiative taken by S S 
share their experiences and interact with each other. Khaira life member and Managing Committee 
F o r  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t :  member of the Friends of the Doon, to form this 
ssk.1745@rediff.com,  9897351328society, was supported by teachers of the leading 
SS Khaira , 4/7, Chander Road Dalanwala Dehradun -schools of Dehradun. This is now the fifth year of 
248001(UK).   HGS and it now has 80 members, not just here in 

Dehradun but also Gurgaon, Chandigarh, Hyderabad, 

We are deeply saddened by the demise of Mr Gulab Ramchandani, Founder member of The 
Friends of the Doon Society, an excellent educator?, visionary and an institution not just in 
Dehradun  but also in the larger world of education. We pay our most sincere and deepest 
condolences to ?his? family?.?
?Mr Ramchandani was born on December 24, 1918 and left us on 13th April 2017. An alumnus 
of the Doon School, he worked in the corporate world for several years until he returned 
Headmaster from 1979 till 1988. In his time, he made several notable educational reforms and 
his inputs were cherished and respected and sought after till the time he died. Mr 

Ramchandani helped set up various schools after he retired from the Doon School and served on several boards, 
both educational and charitable. Welham Boys School, Sanskar international School, Selaqui International 
School and John Martyn Memorial Trust are only some of them. 
?His kind will not walk amongst us again. He will be missed by generations.
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Nature trying to break through. The World as it is and it Might be
And then there's water. We already know its destructive 
powers. Every day, the Hydraulics Emergency Response 

These two books educate, enthral and terrify us on of the New York City's Transit keeps 13 million gallons of 
aspects of our planet we must know about. water from “overpowering New York's subway tunnels”. 

This does not count rainwater, the amount of which is 
The World Without Us by Alan Weisman “incalculable”.
The Hidden Life of Trees: What they Feel, How they Manhattan, Weisman points out, was once 27 square 
Communicate by Peter Wohlleben miles of porous land full of living roots which siphoned 

rainwater and put it back into the atmosphere. What the 
Early in his eye-opening, mind-boggling The World plants did not use settled as marshes and lakes and the rest 
Without Us, Alan Weisman quotes American architect ran back into the ocean. Manhattan is now held up as a 
Charles Riddle: “ 'If you want to destroy a barn,” a testament to the great mastery of Man the Builder. All 
farmer once told me, “cut an eighteen-inch square those huge buildings which fill you with awe and dread? 
hole in the roof. Then stand back.' ” Weisman is quick to remind you of how those roots 
And that is the essence of Weisman's book – how the always try to wiggle their way in. How every day is a fight 
planet will respond if human suddenly all disappear: against Nature for maintenance crew and for home-
“On the day after humans disappear, nature takes over owners.
and immediately begins cleaning house”. Once the humans vanish, water and weeds will begin the 
As he draws you in, with the destruction for instance destruction. The great city will crumble. The birds will eat 
of New York city, it is like having premier seats at the seeds and spread their dropping far and wide. The animals 
opening of a thrilling disaster movie. As ever, it's the which are already knocking at human doors will move in. 
things you don't think about which will fall apart first. Coyotes are already circling New York. We know that 
The signs in fact are all around us. Like the plants urban foxes are all over London. Closer to home, the more 
which grow through cracks in pavements. That is trees we cut, the more monkeys and leopards enter human 

habitations.
The total overhead destruction of New York could take 
about 200 years. Underwater, bridges may take longer to 
corrode and vanish. Underground, however, the damage 
may last longer. And this is where the danger caused to the 
planet by human invention and ingenuity will take the 
longest to vanish – if everything does. 
Nature for instance will not go back to what it was before 
we made our gardens and our parks and our tree-lined 
avenues. All the “exotic” species which have been 
transported across the world will create a different 
landscape. Not all of it will be beneficial. We know some 
of this. We know how ornamental species on one 
continent become impossible weeds elsewhere. India 
grapples to control water hyacinth and lantana – take a 
look around you – to name just two.
And gradually, Weisman draws you into the damage that 
humans have done to Earth. There are several frightening 
aspects of this, like travelling plants, and one of the most 
damaging and long-lasting is our legacy of plastic. 
The problem which Weisman explains in scary detail is 
that the ocean is now getting inundated. The sea breaks 
down discarded plastic into tiny granules which are being 
eaten by plankton and entering the food chain or they lie at 
the bottom of the oceans, undegradable. The creation of 
these granules may even be innocent – most face scrubs 
used have micro-particles of plastic for instance which go 
straight from the shower to the drains to the sea. Little by 
little, we contribute to disaster.

research which has led to new thinking on trees and 
forests. 
He writes in the intro: “I encourage you to look around 
where you live. What dramas are being played out in 
wooded areas you can explore? How are commerce and 
survival balanced in the forests and woodlands you 
know? This book is a lens to help you take a closer look at 
what you might have taken for granted.”
The first thing you learn is that trees feel pain and that they 
use several methods to deal with that pain – silent screams 
so well-described in JRR Tolkien's Lord of the Rings 
series in the words of the Ents – and to help each other in 
crisis. Trees which are badly injured are fed and looked 
after by their family around them.
Warnings are sent from tree to tree about predators in the 
area so that protective action can be taken. The danger is 
not just from humans but from other animals, from 
insects, from birds, other plants and bacteria. The forest 
by itself is a living breathing entity. The battle for sunlight 
and space is explained with empathy and sensitivity for 
the lay reader.
As humans, we know the usefulness of trees and as people 
interested in the planet we know about the importance of 
trees. But this book tells us much, much more. It explains 
how we have to look at trees as living entities beyond our 
limited understanding of how we need them for cleaning 
the air and attracting rainfall. The idea of trees – or indeed 
plants – as sentient beings has been a cause of laughter 

Add to this the impact of nuclear waste stored and mockery so far. But this book will change all that.
underground and there are some things which the As Wohlleben writes, you feel his emotional connection 
world without us will take forever to recover from. to his trees. In fact, you almost start to hate woodpeckers 
Weisman is an award-winning journalist and this for instance because of the damage some of their nesting 
book shows his painstaking and thorough research. habits may cause. But equally you are amazed at how 
He takes us from the old forests of Russia and Central beeches prop up their weaker family members and how 
Europe to New York and the Panama Canal to the trees of different species compete for the same resources.
agricultural research facility of Rothhamsted in It is important to remember that this is not airy-fairy New 
England to the depths of the ocean to much, much World nonsense written by an enthusiastic tree-hugger. 
more. There is serious scientific research to back up his 
The World Without Us is a must-read for anyone observations. Wohlleben is emotional, yes, but only 
remotely interested in ecology, the environment and because he is describing a world he knows well and most 
the planet itself. of us cannot begin to comprehend.
Quite different in style but equally fascinating is Peter I won't reveal much more because I highly recommend 
Wohlleben's The Hidden Life of Trees. Wohllenben is everyone reads this.
a German forester who started out working for the Ranjona Banerji
lumber industry. But as he grew closer to the trees he 
managed, he grew disillusioned with commercial 
forestry and moved to conservation.
The Hidden Life of Trees is story about forests, mainly 
of Central, Northern Europe for there lies the author's 
expertise. But his experience can be extrapolated to 
the world. How trees have a network of 
communication through their root systems and 
various fungi for instance. The book is based on his 
own experiences as well as the latest scientific 
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Friends of the Doon Society 
can be contacted on 0135 2733349. The email id is friendsofdoon@rediffmail.com. We also have a Friends 
of the Doon Facebook page. Bharat Sharma posts regular updates there. The website is still a work in 
progress.

A moving poem on child labour and our apathy, by Bharat Sharma's daughter, Samriddhi. You can see that 
compassion runs in the family!

CHILD LABOUR
Morning, noon, evening, dusk or dawn

children are working on and on
they are trembling and quivering
working more for better earning

they live in abject poverty
innocent victims of public neglect and apathy

nobody bothers about the loss of innocent childhood
all are worrying over their own brood

is that called humanity
where there is no brotherhood, compassion or charity?
for these impoverished children, toys remain forbidden

and the books hidden
few feel their plight

even fewer demand their right
right to education

right to play, rest and vacation

Samridhi Sharma 
XII – B
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