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A report from the International Centre for Integrated 
Mountain Development (ICIMOD), released on February 4, 
2019, warns us that the Hindu Kush-Himalayan Region is 
warming faster than the global average. This area covers 
3500 sq km and eight countries, including India. This 
warming will continue even if the global average is capped 
to an increase of 1.5 degrees Celsius.

the years.

We also welcome Retu Chatterjee, our new secretary who 
takes over with enthusiastic dynamism from Florence 
Pandhi, who is a hard act to follow as we all know. 
RajiveRekhi is our new chairman, Arijit Banerji having 
handed over the reins after the last AGM, and Sudhir 
Vadehra our new treasurer, taking over from Retu herself. 

Retu has written a detailed and extensive Project Updates in 
this edition, with heartening news about all our successful 
activities over the past few months.

The newsletter also welcomes Brig SM Nanda (retired), who 
writes his first piece for the newsletter on forest regeneration 
and conservation. We look forward to carrying many more 
such informed and erudite articles from him. 

Sunita and Rajive's daughter Sakshi Nanda has written a 
most evocative and thought-provoking opinion piece on 
living with Nature, with both love and respect. We welcome 
her back to the fold and will definitely expect more from her.

Dr Khaira delights us with his photographs as well as his 
timely piece on the menace of plastic.

As ever, Bharat Sharma's dedicated focus on all FODS 
Sugato Chaudhuri, who died 

projects is unsurpassable. He also somehow found the time 
last August in Calcutta at the age of 86. Ill-health had forced 

to write a poem on begging in India and the plight of those 
him to leave his beloved farm at the edge of the Rajaji Tiger 

around us. 
Reserve last May. From there, he had observed, commented 

And then there is the tremendous talent of Suniti Bhushan and lived with Nature, with scientific attention and love.
Datta, evident in the cover photograph and his photofeature He was an integral part of The Friends of the Doon Society, 
on birds on the back page. One can only hope that the which will miss him sorely. Also, his humour, his wisdom, 
newsletter will benefit from his enormous knowledge one his compassion, his generosity, his formidable writing skill, 
day soon in the future. I will continue to bang on that door!his memory, his collection of songs and poems, his 
We have tried some experiments with the background colour mischievous outlook, his funny stories... Bye Sugato. Hope 
and design in this issue. I look forward to both brickbats and there's a leopard peering at you from behind one tree, an 
bouquets. Well, I don't really mean that but am prepared for elephant waving from behind another and birds sitting on 
everything!your shoulders, wherever you are.

In this issue, Arijit Banerji and Nirmal Ghosh pay tribute to 
the irrepressible Sugato Chaudhuri, plus we carry some 
excerpts from his evocative pieces for the newsletter, over 

The assessment report says: “Such large warming could 
trigger a multitude of biophysical and socio-economic 
impacts, such as biodiversity loss, increased glacial melting, 
and less predictable water availability—all of which will 
impact livelihoods and well-being in the HKH.” 

Even if at FODS we do our best to increase awareness about 
the environment and help protect it where we can, the 
outlook for us and the planet is extremely dire. If you add the 
Himalayan melt to ice floes breaking off in Antarctica and 
the shrinking Arctic, the future looks dire.The recent polar 
vortex caused havoc in North America and Canada, with 
huge drops in temperature, while Australia saw record heat 
and then huge floods.

Close to home, we know of the immense damage being done 
to the fragile mountains as Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 
hasty and ill-considered All-weather Char Dham Yatra 
highway is being hammered through the Himalayas. There 
have been several deaths already, thanks to construction-
triggered landslides, but in India the death of the poor is 
rarely clocked or registered. The seismic activity in the 
Himalayas leaves rocks fractured and fissile. Rampant 
felling of trees along the route have made the mountains all 
the more vulnerable. Sadly, memories of the devastation of 
the 2013 floods appear to have vanished from official minds. 
It is very disheartening.

This newsletter mourns the loss 

EDITORIAL 

- Ranjona Banerji

Sugato Chaudhuri with Arijit Banerji, myself, a friend 

and Nirmal Ghosh



PROJECT UPDATES   

NATURE AND ENVIRONMENT AWARENESS 
PROGRAMME (NEAP)

The new school chosen for this year's NEAP programme is 
the Government Girls Inter College. It is not a stranger to 
NEAP, having been a very enthusiastic recipient of the 
coursea few years ago.  The school caters to children from 
economically weak backgrounds, and is primarily a Hindi 
Medium School. The NEAP team of Rajive and Sunita 

FODS planted 1552 trees in and around Dehradun. Surjeet S 
Khairaand Bharat travelled from site to site, selecting the 
safest places for the new saplings to grow, and giving lots of 
useful advice to the recipients. The main recipients this year 
have been: Indian Institute of Petroleum, Design Arcade at 
Chandrabani, John Martyn Memorial School and Salangaon 
Community Centre, Shakti Vihar Colony at Saharanpur 
Road, Tara Foundation, Edify School, Tula's Institute, E-
Tech Dreams Solutions at Village Dunga, Apollo School at 
Sahastradhara Road, Aparna Explosives Complex, and 
Hazara Tongia Village on the fringes of the Rajaji Tiger 
Reserve. 
Apart from these recipients, many individuals, resident 

Rekhi, Surjeet Singh Khaira, Reema Pant and Bharat associations and private institutes were given saplings as per 
Sharma have prepared the coming year's agenda, with their request. An undertaking is given by all towards the 
interesting topics, and indoor activities like painting and protection and care of the saplings. FODS also held a free 
making craft out of waste material. All classes relate to the sapling distribution at the popular Pacific Mall celebrating 
environment of Doon valley and a string of outdoor activities the 83rd birthday of HH 14th Dalai Lama and promoting the 
is always incorporated – an exciting change for the children concept of 'Adopt a Tree' by each citizen of Dehradun. FODS 
who are mostly lectured to in a classroom.  Friends of the is keen to increase tree plantation within the city to augment 
Doon Society always take the school children participating the depleting tree cover which is only possible with 
in the NEAP programme on a picnic trip to the Forest increased awareness and donors coming forward -- to 
Research Institute and to the Malsi Zoo. For many students contribute both their time and money.
it's an exciting experience as it is their first visit to such Winter is the time for the outdoor survey of our tree 
places, and they view nature with a new perspective. plantation efforts, to ascertain the survival rate, and to give 

further advice on protecting these little plants through 
THE NEWSLETTER Dehradun's winter.  As most are aware, two years ago FODS 
Ranjona Banerji, a professional journalist and a member of published a small book on trees, authored by Bharat Sharma 
our society oversees the production and publication of the and Surjeet Singh Khaira. This book provides an admirable 
Newsletter. Ranjona is interested to hear from any member guide to small time farmers and horticulturalists about the 
who has comments, short stories or informative articles that benefits that can accrue to health and the environment from 
have a connection to environment issues  The endeavour is planting certain native species.  
to constantly improve the content and presentation of our Considering that climate change is a reality, Dehradun needs 
Newsletter to evoke interest of our readers, patrons, regular to combat its vanishing greenery and dying trees by 
donors as well as of those within our society. Do write to us at enthusing young people, citizens and large institutes to give 
friendsofdoon@rediffmail.com with your feedback and their energy and hands in undertaking large plantations and 
articles. dissuade unconcerned government agencies to allow axing 

of healthy heritage trees in the name of 'development'. We at 
TREES FOR DOON (T for D) FODS understand that it takes at least 10 years for a tree to 
T for D's team of Surjeet Singh Khaira, Rajive Rekhi and come to its benevolent form and only 10 minutes to axe it 
Sujit Mukherjee from the Managing Committee, duly with modern tools!
assisted by Bharat Sharma carried out another successful If you feel strongly about air quality, climate change or 
monsoon plantation.  This year between July and August greening of your city –join us in our efforts.
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NATURE AND WILD LIFE CONSERVATION are Rajive Rekhi as President, Sudhir Vadehra as Treasurer 
There are four main issues here that FODS is deeply aware of and Yours Truly as Secretary.
that need cooperation from the state government – the We are planning to make a visit to Jeel Meel in the new year.  
elephant corridor outside of and into Rajaji National Park, Various reports on Jeel Meel tells us that the swamp deer 
now Rajaji Tiger Reserve (RTR) :the shifting of the army's have increased and it would be worth checking the state of 
ammunition dump : the vexing problem of the Tongia the area. Members will be given ample time to pack their 
community, existing in RTR  for the last 70 years, with no picnic baskets and head for the road, probably towards the 
rights to land and livelihood: Jeel Meel, an endangered end of January.
natural water body that is home to a herd of swamp deer and FODS over the past four years has been able to secure free 
the Asan barrage which is in a pathetic state due to massive stall space at the Rajpur Nature Festival and Kar Kamal 
proliferation of weeds, garbage, and increased tourist Festival - both draw large, discerning crowds . We are able to 
activities. showcase and sell a range of village produce at such events as 
hese four subjects are far away from a good resolution.  well as garner great visibility for our Society and its 
FODS has tried repeatedly to speak with the concerned activities. FODS distributes its Newsletters and updates all 
authorities, but, the public's concern has so far fallen on deaf visitors to our stall about our work and objectives. In 2018, 
ears. The national highways authority has for more than five the RNF took place on October 26 to 29 and the Kar Kamal 
years been involved in the  creation of the elephant corridor  show was held on November 4 and 5. On both occasions 
which, due to departmental tardiness, has not seen FODS put up a stall with Bharat Sharma pulling off a good 
completion.  This, of course, adversely affects the movement show.
of elephants across the ranges. Unfortunately, the state 
government has not shown interest in convening the state THE WII/FODS INTERSCHOOL NATURE AND 
'wild life board' which is in a position to relieve the above WILDLIFE QUIZ
problems in the long term.  As always, the Annual School Quiz was held in Wild Life 

Week, which is the first week of October in any year. This 
PROGRAMME SUBCOMMITTEE year FODS Quiz team members Florence Pandhi and 
The AGM held in August was quite an interesting evening, Ranjona Banerji made an early start of co-ordinating with 
apart from the regular format of reading annual reports and WII and fix the date of the event to give enough time to 
being told about the year's activities, Suniti Datta enthralled participating schools to block the dates as well as prepare 
us with environment data pertaining to our Doon Valley. He their students for the Environment Quiz.  Sujit Mukherjee, is 
gave a very interesting pictorial presentation on the less- our knowledgeable link, think tank and planner with the Wild 
noticed wildlife, birds and reptiles within our own gardens of Life Institute of India. Despite his busy schedule David 
Dehradun along with some recorded calls of each. Such Hilton personally followed up written invites to each school 
efforts renew the interest of its members towards our natural to ensure their confirmed participation and the large turnout 
habitat and reinforce FODS objectives to protect its fragile of schools this year is attributed tohim. Bharat Sharma our 
environs. Manager, co-ordinated all meetings and activities where 
It was an election year for FODS and we have two new faces FODS members met WII scientists on two different 

occasions to ensure the contents of the Quiz were in sync 
with current school curriculum. With everyone's combined 
efforts the Quiz programme was a stupendous success with 
26 schools participating and the WII team of scientists and 
quiz masters put up a very well co-ordinatedand interesting 
show.
The setting for the quiz is salubrious, within a campus of 
tranquillity and isolated from the bustle and congestion of the 
town.  The hall where the quiz is held is one of the finest in 
Dehradun, with excellent facilities and acoustics. The winner 
this year was Asian School, with Ann Mary securing second 
position, and  St Joseph's Academy coming third. FODS 
gives away the (rolling) Samir Ghosh Trophy to the winning 
team, as well as prize money to each of the three winning 
schools to spend on any environment related activity held 
within their respective schools. A big vote of thanks was 
given by FODS Secretary Retu Chatterjee  to the Director of 

in the Managing Committee to take up the management 
WII, Dr VB Mathur and his young enthusiastic team of 

responsibilities or strengthen its undertaken projects. One 
scientists.

new member, Brig SM Nanda (retired), was inducted into the 
Managing Committee. We also saw a changing of the guard 

CITIZENS ACTION GROUP (CAG)
with Arijit Banerji and Florence Pandhi stepping down as 

FODS uses this platform to address civic issues within 
President and Secretary respectively. The new office-bearers 

Dehradun City as well as interact with Govt. authorities to 

A NEAP study tour to Chilla

Trees for Doon at the JMMT School

Our talented artisans at the RNF, 2018
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influence, facilitate implementation of environment friendly 
policies within the state. After successfully thwarting the 
MDDA plans for converting the Tea Gardens of Dehradun 
into a 'Smart City', CAG has put its energy behind Rispana 
River Rejuvenation. It has supported and lent its hands to 
other citizen groups to strengthen the call for revival of rivers 
and reduce the pressures of encroachments around Bindal 
and Rispana river beds. The mass planting of trees around 
Rispana source is an urgent need in order to ensure future 
supply of natural water into the river. The fact is that all the 
natural watercourses that provide potable water to the city 
have diminished to a trickle. 
MDDA has built a protective wall on the lines of Sabarmati 
around Rispana - most of it came down during the recent 
heavy monsoon season, however how this wall will increase 
the water supply or reduce sewage water flowing into it is 
something unfathomable to all.

approach to motivating communities in a systematic manner, FODS had in the past spent many months and its meagre 
each family undertakes activities that benefit the individual resources working on the Draft Master Plan for Dehradun. 
as well as contribute to the upliftment of the village is We had produced a lengthy exhaustive document covering 
interesting and a learning experience for FODS. The entire various important issues and suggestions to improve the 
endeavour is to get individuals to be proactive to their own & civic structure of the city. It was given to the MDDA for 
their communities upliftment. Within nine months of inclusion , however the far from satisfactory Draft Master 
consistent efforts by the team of Bharat Sharma & MC Plan forwarded by MDDA to the MoEF& CC (Ministry of 
member Radha Chatterjee  there is a visible change,  positive Environment and Forest & Climate Change) almost five 
attitude  in a number of spheres.  During 2018 FODS years ago has not seen the light of day. FODS has been 
undertook the following activities at Hazara Tongia:following up with the Supreme Court Monitoring 
* adult literacy programme for 35 women for a period of 3 Committee who have been further following it up with 
months with a trained young woman along with a refresher Environment Secretary, GOI  but to no avail.  With no plan 
course of 30 days in October '18and no vision of where the city or state is heading -- it is a very 
*  3 health camps were held at regular intervals with worrying situation for citizens and well-wishers.
professional doctors and nurses for the villagers, addressing FODS now ensures its presence in all forums possible to 
malnutrition, seasonal disease and vitamin and calcium have its views heard and hopes that its concerns find its target 
deficiency. Sakya Hospital was our partner in this activity for a more liveable city. Over the past few months we 
and we are grateful for their support.attended various meetings with different civic agencies 

giving OUR concerns and suggestions in writing, we 
participated in protests over unnecessary felling of healthy 
trees and visited the DM's office, we participated in 
dissuading the Nagar Nigam to open a Food Court on main 
Rajpur Road opposite to NIVH, we oversaw that water 
percolation measures were undertaken while 'beautification' 
of Rajpur sidewalks was in progress (though principally we 
oppose the huge expenses incurred which reduces the 
percolation rate of water and increase the run off rate - the 
'cost to benefit  ratio' is a question that FODS could not get 
answers to) FODS participated on October 13, 2018 in a joint 
effort/drive with CFGD to de-concretize the majestic trees 
on Rajpur Road whose roots have been thoughtlessly 
covered with cement and mortar during pavement- 
making/beautification drive  by different government 
agencies. Members of CAG are: Ranjona Banerji, Retu 
Chatterjee and Florence Pandhi.

* 4 vet camps in collaboration with Animal Husbandry 
THE VILLAGE PROJECT

Department have been held to improve the health and output 
Our village projects continue to warm the hearts of all those 

of the livestock reared by the villagers. 
who are involved in this upwardly mobile endeavour. After 

* 7 water hand pumps were repaired and brought to working 
successfully changing the mindset and putting six villages on 

condition so that women do not spend time and energy 
the fringes of Rajaji Tiger Reserve on the eco-conservation 

carrying water from far. 
path , in 2018 FODS adopted Hazara Tongia Village with the 

* 13 girls in Hazara Tongia interested to continue their 
support and funding from Asia Initiative Society (AI). Their 

* A 5 day 'agarbatti and dhoop' making workshop was 
organised and the Khadi Gramudyog provided an expert who 
was ferried everyday to and from  the village location. The 
key theme was to use natural herbs and essential oils. The 
ladies of the village participated enthusiastically and their 
produce was sold at the FODS stall put up annually at the 
Rajpur Nature Festival & Welham Girls "Kar Kamal" 
Festival. 
* A study tour was organised for a big group of villagers to 
visit Dehradun and attend the Rajpur Nature Festival. The 
ladies had a day out with lunch at the IHM Stall serving 
'pahadi' cuisine and got exposure to quality consciousness 
along with marketing skills.
There are many other activities that we do. Readers 
interested to know more are more than welcome to read our 
F a c e b o o k  p a g e  o r  c o n t a c t  u s  o n  e m a i l :  
friendsofdoon@rediffmail.com
Over the last three years we have expanded our mandate to 
financially support the education of girls after Standard 8 studies but unable to go to school due to lack of funds/study 
upto Standard 12. Due to poor financial conditions the girl material were given required books by FODS. We believe 
child is discriminated against and families are unable to educated women become progressive citizens, wives, 
encourage them to study further. This causes many social mothers who help raise better family and society members.
issues and FODS believes they must be given fair chance to * 163 fruit, medicinal and fodder providing trees were 

planted with the help of villagers within Hazara Tongia. 
* 6 awareness camps on importance of nature conservation, 
to reduce and recycle waste, women health & sanitation 
issues, positive outlook on adopting new skills, providing 
sports activities gear to children  like badminton net, rackets 
,shuttle cocks and football for them to be fit and well engaged 
during evening hours was initiated. 
* 26 feeding troughs for participating families are being 
provided.
* Due to FODS involvement in the village, HANS 
Foundation has provided individual Solar Panel with a pole 
for each household for them to have light or a fan in their 
homes.
* Sewing centre was opened with 9 sewing machines 

evolve and enhance the quality of their lives and of those provided by FODS, along with a 3 months training by a 
around them. Khadi trained lady teacher with all material like threads, 
* School fees and expenses for books for 50 girls are cloth, scissors and so on provided too. We are encouraging 
currently being paid directly to the schools. We monitor and the village ladies to make cloth bags in order to replace 
encourage them to attain a minimum percentage of marks polythene bags used by villagers and local shopkeepers.
and attendance level.
A group of school girls seeking support and a personal 
interaction with each of them.
In exceptional cases, we are open to supporting girls at 
college level too or when pursuing vocational courses. 
FODS always ensures that valid documents are provided by 
applicants to avoid any misuse.
We encourage and technically support solar projects, inform 
and support independent entrepreneurship especially for 
women, we collaborate with other NGOs and voluntary 
groups to further the cause of nature conservation.  FODS 
believes that education, awareness and  promoting eco-
sensitive alternate livelihood options for the marginalised 
sections can take the cause of environment protection 
forward.

Retu Chatterjee, Secretary, FODS

Fragrant agarbattis ready for sale

After a Vet Camp check up at Hazara Tongia

Feeding troughs being prepared

Happy faces at our adult literacy camps

With one of our scholarship girls
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supply of natural water into the river. The fact is that all the 
natural watercourses that provide potable water to the city 
have diminished to a trickle. 
MDDA has built a protective wall on the lines of Sabarmati 
around Rispana - most of it came down during the recent 
heavy monsoon season, however how this wall will increase 
the water supply or reduce sewage water flowing into it is 
something unfathomable to all.

approach to motivating communities in a systematic manner, FODS had in the past spent many months and its meagre 
each family undertakes activities that benefit the individual resources working on the Draft Master Plan for Dehradun. 
as well as contribute to the upliftment of the village is We had produced a lengthy exhaustive document covering 
interesting and a learning experience for FODS. The entire various important issues and suggestions to improve the 
endeavour is to get individuals to be proactive to their own & civic structure of the city. It was given to the MDDA for 
their communities upliftment. Within nine months of inclusion , however the far from satisfactory Draft Master 
consistent efforts by the team of Bharat Sharma & MC Plan forwarded by MDDA to the MoEF& CC (Ministry of 
member Radha Chatterjee  there is a visible change,  positive Environment and Forest & Climate Change) almost five 
attitude  in a number of spheres.  During 2018 FODS years ago has not seen the light of day. FODS has been 
undertook the following activities at Hazara Tongia:following up with the Supreme Court Monitoring 
* adult literacy programme for 35 women for a period of 3 Committee who have been further following it up with 
months with a trained young woman along with a refresher Environment Secretary, GOI  but to no avail.  With no plan 
course of 30 days in October '18and no vision of where the city or state is heading -- it is a very 
*  3 health camps were held at regular intervals with worrying situation for citizens and well-wishers.
professional doctors and nurses for the villagers, addressing FODS now ensures its presence in all forums possible to 
malnutrition, seasonal disease and vitamin and calcium have its views heard and hopes that its concerns find its target 
deficiency. Sakya Hospital was our partner in this activity for a more liveable city. Over the past few months we 
and we are grateful for their support.attended various meetings with different civic agencies 

giving OUR concerns and suggestions in writing, we 
participated in protests over unnecessary felling of healthy 
trees and visited the DM's office, we participated in 
dissuading the Nagar Nigam to open a Food Court on main 
Rajpur Road opposite to NIVH, we oversaw that water 
percolation measures were undertaken while 'beautification' 
of Rajpur sidewalks was in progress (though principally we 
oppose the huge expenses incurred which reduces the 
percolation rate of water and increase the run off rate - the 
'cost to benefit  ratio' is a question that FODS could not get 
answers to) FODS participated on October 13, 2018 in a joint 
effort/drive with CFGD to de-concretize the majestic trees 
on Rajpur Road whose roots have been thoughtlessly 
covered with cement and mortar during pavement- 
making/beautification drive  by different government 
agencies. Members of CAG are: Ranjona Banerji, Retu 
Chatterjee and Florence Pandhi.

* 4 vet camps in collaboration with Animal Husbandry 
THE VILLAGE PROJECT

Department have been held to improve the health and output 
Our village projects continue to warm the hearts of all those 

of the livestock reared by the villagers. 
who are involved in this upwardly mobile endeavour. After 

* 7 water hand pumps were repaired and brought to working 
successfully changing the mindset and putting six villages on 

condition so that women do not spend time and energy 
the fringes of Rajaji Tiger Reserve on the eco-conservation 

carrying water from far. 
path , in 2018 FODS adopted Hazara Tongia Village with the 

* 13 girls in Hazara Tongia interested to continue their 
support and funding from Asia Initiative Society (AI). Their 

* A 5 day 'agarbatti and dhoop' making workshop was 
organised and the Khadi Gramudyog provided an expert who 
was ferried everyday to and from  the village location. The 
key theme was to use natural herbs and essential oils. The 
ladies of the village participated enthusiastically and their 
produce was sold at the FODS stall put up annually at the 
Rajpur Nature Festival & Welham Girls "Kar Kamal" 
Festival. 
* A study tour was organised for a big group of villagers to 
visit Dehradun and attend the Rajpur Nature Festival. The 
ladies had a day out with lunch at the IHM Stall serving 
'pahadi' cuisine and got exposure to quality consciousness 
along with marketing skills.
There are many other activities that we do. Readers 
interested to know more are more than welcome to read our 
F a c e b o o k  p a g e  o r  c o n t a c t  u s  o n  e m a i l :  
friendsofdoon@rediffmail.com
Over the last three years we have expanded our mandate to 
financially support the education of girls after Standard 8 studies but unable to go to school due to lack of funds/study 
upto Standard 12. Due to poor financial conditions the girl material were given required books by FODS. We believe 
child is discriminated against and families are unable to educated women become progressive citizens, wives, 
encourage them to study further. This causes many social mothers who help raise better family and society members.
issues and FODS believes they must be given fair chance to * 163 fruit, medicinal and fodder providing trees were 

planted with the help of villagers within Hazara Tongia. 
* 6 awareness camps on importance of nature conservation, 
to reduce and recycle waste, women health & sanitation 
issues, positive outlook on adopting new skills, providing 
sports activities gear to children  like badminton net, rackets 
,shuttle cocks and football for them to be fit and well engaged 
during evening hours was initiated. 
* 26 feeding troughs for participating families are being 
provided.
* Due to FODS involvement in the village, HANS 
Foundation has provided individual Solar Panel with a pole 
for each household for them to have light or a fan in their 
homes.
* Sewing centre was opened with 9 sewing machines 

evolve and enhance the quality of their lives and of those provided by FODS, along with a 3 months training by a 
around them. Khadi trained lady teacher with all material like threads, 
* School fees and expenses for books for 50 girls are cloth, scissors and so on provided too. We are encouraging 
currently being paid directly to the schools. We monitor and the village ladies to make cloth bags in order to replace 
encourage them to attain a minimum percentage of marks polythene bags used by villagers and local shopkeepers.
and attendance level.
A group of school girls seeking support and a personal 
interaction with each of them.
In exceptional cases, we are open to supporting girls at 
college level too or when pursuing vocational courses. 
FODS always ensures that valid documents are provided by 
applicants to avoid any misuse.
We encourage and technically support solar projects, inform 
and support independent entrepreneurship especially for 
women, we collaborate with other NGOs and voluntary 
groups to further the cause of nature conservation.  FODS 
believes that education, awareness and  promoting eco-
sensitive alternate livelihood options for the marginalised 
sections can take the cause of environment protection 
forward.

Retu Chatterjee, Secretary, FODS

Fragrant agarbattis ready for sale

After a Vet Camp check up at Hazara Tongia

Feeding troughs being prepared

Happy faces at our adult literacy camps

With one of our scholarship girls
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Forests are for keeping

An analytical history of how Uttarakhand's village 
communities benefit from scientific forest 
management married to traditional customs

Brig SM Nanda (Retd)

Introduction
Sustainable forest management has been considered as an 
integral component of sustainable development since the 
United Nations Conference on Environment Development 
(UNCED) held at Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in 1992, also 
called the Earth Summit. Sustainable development is 
commonly defined as development that meets the needs of 
the present without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs. ownership of the same, gradually taking away the importance 
Sustainability has also been extended to the Indian forests of the village communities and their way of preservation. The 
and this article aims at drawing the comparison between implementation of laboratory research, selective conservation 
sustainable conservation and scientific machinery in of certain 'useful' trees and pandering to the commercial 
Uttarakhand. Forest area covers about 38,000 sq km of the demand started, for instance, silviculture methods were 
state, hence the debate between the tribals guarding their introduced where Oak trees were replaced with coniferous 
habitat versus the state management has extended to ones as the latter were commercially valued. Further, it was 
Uttarakhand. also a state belief that Deodar was the only useful tree as it 
Further, served the commercial needs and was being sold for profits. 

This meddling and interference with the flora led to forest fires 
due to the large accumulation of debris and grass on the forest 
floor.

This article gives an insight of the village Post this forestry science and its implementation, Uttarakhand 
communities and the forest management by the state, saw protests and revolts in Kumaon during 1916, 
while highlighting the impact of the latter on the former 1921,1930and 1942 and in Tehri Garhwal during 1904, 1906 
creating a different relationship of humans and forests in and 1930. Some of the 
Uttarakhand.

Forest management by village communities 
In India, the forest management methods can be traced These 

t h
back to the 18 century, coinciding with the protests by village communities resulted in a backlash from the 
industrialisation of the West when India was still colonised state and forest management authorities, and not much could be 
under British Raj. Before industrialisation came to achieved. 
Uttarakhand, the scenario of forest management was 
drastically different as the village communities viewed the This conflict led to a proposal by R S Troup who advocated for 
forest as an extension of their existence and living whilst a solution which was a socially conscious as well as 
being dependent on it. These village communities environmentally necessary for the forest. He said that 
respected and protected the forests for which they often “regulated burning is absolutely necessary for regeneration” 
drew a protective ring around the forests through religion, and particular steps need to be taken to have a secure method of 
folklore, and tradition like hilltops were covered with local burning with only the decided lands to be burnt periodically by 
deities, and the trees were regarded with great respect. the villagers. Trees of only certain age were felled and the 
The consumption of the produce from the forest was only selective cutting of trees like Oak was prohibited. Further, the 
directed through an informal management system. Oak timber contractors were not allowed to work in the forest 
and trees that could be used for timber were preserved by during the fire season, precautionary grazing and grass cutting 
villages to protect the jungles. The peasants asserted their were initiated before the burning of forests.
claims on a valuable fodder called Bhimal and the trees 
would only be cut on specified times with the permission Scientfic management
of the whole village. These trees were not only a source of People in Uttarakhand depend highly on forest to draw 
livelihood but more importantly were preserved keeping livestock fodder, fuel-wood and leaf litter for manuring crops 
the future generations in mind hence, this collective living wherein 38 per cent green feeds come from trees and another 31 
and ownership of the land along with natural resource as a per cent from grasses. The 'scientific management' of forestry, 
collective entity led to the resource being abundant. a term coined by F W Taylor, focuses on a 'rational' explanation 

of the way the state carried out its interventions that served 
Indian Forest Act and the replacement of village towards commercial usage of nature. This scientific 
communities management led to the forest management system in the 
With the Indian Forest Act, 1878, the state successfully villages as one that is detached from sentiment and based on 
took over the regulation of the forest lands and had 

forest in Uttarakhand comprises about 65 per cent 
of its geographical area and only 14 per cent land is 
available for agriculture. More than 70 per cent of the 
people draw their livelihood from agriculture and animal 
husbandry.

movements in Uttarakhand that have set 
unique examples and were effective from the resource 
management and protection of environment points of views 
are: Chipko of mid 1970s, Anti-mining since 1960s, Beej 
Bachao Andolan of early 1990s, and Maiti of 1995. 

rational.
The social impact of this scientific management was 

Further, largely on the village communities in the villages of 
efforts are required that lead to the protection of the villagers' Uttarakhand where Panchayats and Lath Panchayats in 
rights so as to make them live a life with their forests, Uttarakhand formed communities who protected their 
untouched and unexploited so as to make it sustainable for self-decided pockets of forests, post-colonialism like in the 
generations to come. case of the districts of Ranikhet and Almora. 

Also, the equalitarian village communities have retained 
control over their forest in some parts where the Conclusion
commercial use is minimal. The states forest revenues increased at a CAGR of 9.5per cent 
Due to close interrelation with forest people have between 2004-05 to 2014-15 to reach US$ 64.67 million in 
developed indigenous way of managing forest resources 2014-15. The Gross State Value Added (GSVA) by forestry in 
where traditional system of Oak utilisation initiatives have the state reached US$ 534.78 million in 2017-18. Uttrakhand 
been taken by Van Panchayat of Kimoli village in accounts for 6 national parks and 7 wildlife sanctuaries where 
Uttarakhand for Oak forest management. the area covered by them is 4,915 sq km and 2,690 sq km 

respectively. The state has ample scope to develop industries 
based on forest whilst maintaining the ecosystem. 
Uttarakhand has rich reserves of 175 species of rare medicinal, 
aromatic and herbal plants which further enables the state to 
offer immense opportunities for the development of export-
oriented units based on such products. 

starts appearing with the onset of spring. During rest of the 
period, leaf extraction for fodder is strictly prohibited, however 
the ground litter can be collected throughout the year. 

For centuries 
people have been using Oak biomass as an important 
source of green feeds to livestock as well as field manure. 
Despite its continuous use, Oak along with other fodder 
species have been sustaining in the nearby community 
forest and other forests due to the fact that people with long 
time interaction have evolved suitable and sustainable In fact, involvement of 
indigenous lopping techniques and time to time people with their traditional knowledge and techniques in 
deliberately administered regulation for its judicious use. implementation and monitoring forest not only benefit carbon 
Traditionally, each forest stretch of the village is opened sequestration but also enable restoration and conservation of 
for fodder collection in a phased manner with 3 years of forests, meadows and biodiversity together with local socio-
each cycle. Oak leaves are collected only during dry economic upliftment.
season from November to April until the tender leaves 

Short Takes

Melting Mountains
From downtoearth.org, by Richard Mahapatra, February 4, 2019, on the ICIMOD report on warming of the Hindu Kush-
Himalayan area:
“As it has been the case with climate change, the per capita fossil fuel carbon dioxide emission from the HKH countries is 
one-sixth of the global average though it is disproportionately impacted.
The HKH region — part of the Third Pole due to its largest permanent snow cover after the North and South poles — sustains 
the livelihoods of 240 million people living in the mountains and hills. It also houses the origin of 10 river basins that include 
the Ganga, Brahmaputra and the Mekong. Some 1.5 billion people depend on these basins for sustenance.”

**
Grim news out about Antarctica
From grist.org, by Eric Holthaus, February 7, 2019
“Two new papers on melting Antarctic ice come just days after NASA scientists announced the discovery of 'a massive 
subterranean hole in West Antarcticas Thwaites Glacier, the Florida-sized hunk of ice which alone could unleash more than 
two feet of sea-level rise should it collapse.
One study found that all this melting could have surprising and profound impacts on weather while the other (controversial) 
study scaled back previous Doomsday estimates. Still, the takeaway from both studies is clear: If we keep on our current path, 
things could go downhill for humanity very, very quickly.
The worst-case scenario that's emerging is shockingly bad
In the first paper, an international team of researchers examined the impacts of melting ice on global ocean circulation and 
weather patterns.
As relatively cool, salt-free meltwater spreads from Antarctica and Greenland across the world's oceans, it will have dire 
impacts: The circulation of the Atlantic Ocean will slow, changing how the planet distributes heat, and prompting “a complex 
pattern of atmospheric and oceanic changes” worldwide, according to the paper.
Weather would worsen almost everywhere, with year-to-year swings in temperature and precipitation increasing in severity 
by more than 50 percent, especially in eastern North America.
New Zealand and Iceland may warm at a much slower rate than the rest of the world, but ice melt at both poles may actually 
quicken as heat from the rapidly warming tropical oceans is shunted below the surface where it can stay for hundreds of 
years. Sub-surface ocean currents would then be able to eat away at the undersides of polar glaciers even more quickly.”

**
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Further, served the commercial needs and was being sold for profits. 
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back to the 18 century, coinciding with the protests by village communities resulted in a backlash from the 
industrialisation of the West when India was still colonised state and forest management authorities, and not much could be 
under British Raj. Before industrialisation came to achieved. 
Uttarakhand, the scenario of forest management was 
drastically different as the village communities viewed the This conflict led to a proposal by R S Troup who advocated for 
forest as an extension of their existence and living whilst a solution which was a socially conscious as well as 
being dependent on it. These village communities environmentally necessary for the forest. He said that 
respected and protected the forests for which they often “regulated burning is absolutely necessary for regeneration” 
drew a protective ring around the forests through religion, and particular steps need to be taken to have a secure method of 
folklore, and tradition like hilltops were covered with local burning with only the decided lands to be burnt periodically by 
deities, and the trees were regarded with great respect. the villagers. Trees of only certain age were felled and the 
The consumption of the produce from the forest was only selective cutting of trees like Oak was prohibited. Further, the 
directed through an informal management system. Oak timber contractors were not allowed to work in the forest 
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generations to come. case of the districts of Ranikhet and Almora. 

Also, the equalitarian village communities have retained 
control over their forest in some parts where the Conclusion
commercial use is minimal. The states forest revenues increased at a CAGR of 9.5per cent 
Due to close interrelation with forest people have between 2004-05 to 2014-15 to reach US$ 64.67 million in 
developed indigenous way of managing forest resources 2014-15. The Gross State Value Added (GSVA) by forestry in 
where traditional system of Oak utilisation initiatives have the state reached US$ 534.78 million in 2017-18. Uttrakhand 
been taken by Van Panchayat of Kimoli village in accounts for 6 national parks and 7 wildlife sanctuaries where 
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respectively. The state has ample scope to develop industries 
based on forest whilst maintaining the ecosystem. 
Uttarakhand has rich reserves of 175 species of rare medicinal, 
aromatic and herbal plants which further enables the state to 
offer immense opportunities for the development of export-
oriented units based on such products. 

starts appearing with the onset of spring. During rest of the 
period, leaf extraction for fodder is strictly prohibited, however 
the ground litter can be collected throughout the year. 

For centuries 
people have been using Oak biomass as an important 
source of green feeds to livestock as well as field manure. 
Despite its continuous use, Oak along with other fodder 
species have been sustaining in the nearby community 
forest and other forests due to the fact that people with long 
time interaction have evolved suitable and sustainable In fact, involvement of 
indigenous lopping techniques and time to time people with their traditional knowledge and techniques in 
deliberately administered regulation for its judicious use. implementation and monitoring forest not only benefit carbon 
Traditionally, each forest stretch of the village is opened sequestration but also enable restoration and conservation of 
for fodder collection in a phased manner with 3 years of forests, meadows and biodiversity together with local socio-
each cycle. Oak leaves are collected only during dry economic upliftment.
season from November to April until the tender leaves 

Short Takes

Melting Mountains
From downtoearth.org, by Richard Mahapatra, February 4, 2019, on the ICIMOD report on warming of the Hindu Kush-
Himalayan area:
“As it has been the case with climate change, the per capita fossil fuel carbon dioxide emission from the HKH countries is 
one-sixth of the global average though it is disproportionately impacted.
The HKH region — part of the Third Pole due to its largest permanent snow cover after the North and South poles — sustains 
the livelihoods of 240 million people living in the mountains and hills. It also houses the origin of 10 river basins that include 
the Ganga, Brahmaputra and the Mekong. Some 1.5 billion people depend on these basins for sustenance.”

**
Grim news out about Antarctica
From grist.org, by Eric Holthaus, February 7, 2019
“Two new papers on melting Antarctic ice come just days after NASA scientists announced the discovery of 'a massive 
subterranean hole in West Antarcticas Thwaites Glacier, the Florida-sized hunk of ice which alone could unleash more than 
two feet of sea-level rise should it collapse.
One study found that all this melting could have surprising and profound impacts on weather while the other (controversial) 
study scaled back previous Doomsday estimates. Still, the takeaway from both studies is clear: If we keep on our current path, 
things could go downhill for humanity very, very quickly.
The worst-case scenario that's emerging is shockingly bad
In the first paper, an international team of researchers examined the impacts of melting ice on global ocean circulation and 
weather patterns.
As relatively cool, salt-free meltwater spreads from Antarctica and Greenland across the world's oceans, it will have dire 
impacts: The circulation of the Atlantic Ocean will slow, changing how the planet distributes heat, and prompting “a complex 
pattern of atmospheric and oceanic changes” worldwide, according to the paper.
Weather would worsen almost everywhere, with year-to-year swings in temperature and precipitation increasing in severity 
by more than 50 percent, especially in eastern North America.
New Zealand and Iceland may warm at a much slower rate than the rest of the world, but ice melt at both poles may actually 
quicken as heat from the rapidly warming tropical oceans is shunted below the surface where it can stay for hundreds of 
years. Sub-surface ocean currents would then be able to eat away at the undersides of polar glaciers even more quickly.”

**
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Respect before Love administration's report cards. We know all this, don't we? We 

also see how today, more than ever, we rely on dedicated Non-

Government Organizations and citizen groups, like FODS. On our relationship with Nature
They constantly plan and implement ways to keep the 

Sakshi Nanda environment and its conservation as essential to the discourse 

of development. Their battle is hard!
“Do you think we will retire in Dehradun, like we always Now, what if we turn the dialogue inwards. I ask myself - What 
wished to?”, I asked my husband one evening, sitting in is my relationship with nature? What does it mean to me, at a 
our balcony in Brussels, overlooking a glade sizzling in most personal level? If I figure that out, won't it make clear to 
autumnal colours. He thought for a bit and mused, “I don't me my role and responsibility towards it? 
know what we will see in that city as time goes by.”We I was walking with my son in the Bois de la Cambre, a park next 
both went quiet. Our relationship with what we knew as door. As we are wont to do, we were looking around for unique 
our hometown was rapidly changing. On every visit shapes of twigs, different colours of leaves and if we got lucky, 
something seemed to be different, not just in the face of pine cones! Our collection for a Christmas-y craft at home was 
Doon but within us for it, too. “There is just much just getting heavier when he said to me –“You know, mamma, 
more…grey, now. It's like any other big city. It's…beyond we are not supposed to take away from the forest what we find 
recognition!” there. We have to leave it behind.” He said it firmly, as if 
So much grey. Too much. Where is all the green which was convincing himself to not change his mind.
once synonymous with this idyllic valley? It was different when we were children. We played in the 
It's fast vanishing, that green, and mostly as a victim to flowerbeds, dug out “treasures”, divided the loot amongst 
deadly disregard masked as 'need' -- a need for more ourselves and felt richer. A rock with a lovely pattern on it, tree 
apartment complexes, more malls, more parking and many barks which we could etch on and hairy leaves that would stick 
more concrete structures which make a town “develop” like badges on our dresses were more precious to us than 
into a city and a city be called a smart capital in the dollops of Kreamy Ice-cream. So, how was it that my child 

wasn't keen on owning these natural wonders even when 

he loved them so? Why was he ready to let go of two sticks 

which when hit together made music for his ears?  “Well,” 

he added thoughtfully, “They belong here. There is a … 

what do you call it? A system to the forests. If everyone 

starts taking what they like then…”, and he made as sober a 

face as was capable of being made on a shaking head.

I was a bit taken aback and if I may confess, sorry for 

leaving some beautiful bits of nature behind. But it was 

also the first time that I was seeing how my son had grown 

up, to not just love nature for what it gives him, but respect 

it for its presence. In situ, so to say. How did that thought 

occur to him? I think he was quietly internalizing what he 

saw around him. My son had always found silent friends in trees, surprises under 

One of the most prominent things you notice in some of the rocks and mischief in fluttering butterflies as an infant. Now, 

European countries is the immense importance the people I've found him asking the right questions. Why is it that we 

give to their natural surroundings - to enjoying as well as need so many cars? How come everyone doesn't know about 

preserving them. When I moved to Brussels, I found it climate change? Do we really dump that much garbage into the 

crazy that the favourite thing for families to do on a oceans? How is it okay to steal from the forests? As if the 

weekend morning (no matter how cold!) is to go to the animals don't have a right! Our planet will be a hot mess real 

park. 8 am. With a new-born in tow! Not as large, loud, soon! 

littering groups of picnickers for elaborate lunch meets. I don't have answers to all his questions, but without realizing it 

Just a calm collection of books, fruits and frisbees -- in he answered my own. What does nature mean to me? Respect 

company or alone. Almost like a turning towards before love. 

something that enriches you. Growing up 'naturally' is Because just love is a tricky thing. For instance, the moment 

integrated into the daily life so much that come rain or news of snowfall in Mussoorie spreads in the plains, tourists 

snow, students in schools have to be outdoors, navigating excitedly begin driving their SUVs into the valley. Not much 

Brussels of the four-seasons-in-one-day fame, about three can compare with the poetic serenity that snow spreads over 

times in the school day. Science, art and even French is whatever it falls on. It's irresistible, enough to make us 

taught walking among the trees. Runny noses and cold toes willingly sit in traffic jams for five hours, with our air-

notwithstanding!  conditioning on, just for a few breaths of fresh, cold air and 

It's illegal in some areas around here to pluck flowers, wild selfies!  A love full of paradoxes, isn't it? 

or otherwise, so they grow in such abundance as if out of Love is wanting the flowers in your drawing room to add to its 

anything the sun shines on! The fruits and berries on trees beauty. Respect is enjoying them from the window, while your 

and bushes lining the roads are not disturbed, and, having neighbour, the bee, the butterfly and the sun (why not!) enjoy 

grown-up on Doon mangoes and litchis falling into our the sight too. Love is digging the soil hungrily for hidden 

laps, it takes me the highest degree of will power to resist. wonders. Respect is marvelling at the finds and leaving them 

Even the chestnuts falling between the tram tracks, making where they belong. Love is looking for the lemon tree when life 

loud attention-seeking tok-toks, are bought from has served you lemons. Respect is realising that the bird 

Carrefour, instead. conversing with its white flowers has an equal right. 

And no one seems to be grumbling at the inconveniences Our phone calls to my son's grandfather have a pattern to them. 

caused! Car Free Sundays are looked forward to, when He asks his dada how he is and then immediately, “How are the 

public transport is free for everyone and the whole city plants doing?”. “The plants are fine,”' his dada responds, 

descends on the roads - on cycles, skates, skateboards and before working hard to send him pictures of his lovely garden 

even scooters. It's like a fest, with beer, of course! Nature on Whatsapp. It is almost like he cannot see his grandfather 

and the environment are always a part of the narrative here separate from his garden in Doon-- an interdependence which 

- be it going about your daily life or on a most recent cold, sustains, a love which nurtures nature, but one which preceded 

wet Sunday joining the Brussels Climate March with by immense respect. 

65,000 others, for your right to clean air. For, what is love without respect? 
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Farewell Sugato: We will never see 
your like again

Arijit Banerji

Sugato Chaudhuri, who passed away in August 2018 
in Calcutta, was an institution and it was my good 
fortune to have known him. His younger brother Arijit 
206 J 1954 was junior to me in school. Our heartfelt 
condolences to his wife Navnita (Teddy), his children 
and the family. Sugato was a personality you could 
never forget. Born in Calcutta into wealth, power, and 

experience was only with free ranging cattle in the forest. privilege, he was the first example I know of a Dosco 
This involved buying high quality Murra buffaloes from who lived up to Arthur Foot's ambition of Doscos 
villages near Saharanpur and from Karnal, and running being part of an aristocracy of service.
the demonstration dairy farm. Sugato was FOD's main 

I was fortunate to know him from my childhood – he 
resource in all these activities because of his knowledge 

was in school with my elder brother Ranjit Banerji. 
and experience of farming and cattle rearing in his farm 

There after we worked in the same company, ICI 
near the forest. The success of the rehabilitation 

(Imperial Chemical Industries), and lived our retired 
programme would have been very difficult without his 

life together in Dehradun. He was compassionate, 
help.

generous, erudite, helpful, and so many adjectives 
During our village upliftment work in Rasulpur and that come to mind to describe this institution. 
neighbouring villages his inputs were invaluable, again Adventure was part of him, and those who have old 
because of his helpful nature and experience in doing copies of Chand Bagh, the old Doon School 
similar work in his village. Apart from his experience, his magazine, would be delighted to read the account of 
silent generosity to help FOD was exemplary. Knowing his journey across America, when he and his old 
our financial predicament, he was always ready to give us friend, Minoo Marker 135 J 1948 – a scion of the 
a helping hand. Apart from financial and other help in Marker Cup family, now in Pakistan – went bumming 
various village projects mentioned below, he knew that round America after finishing at Cambridge. His 
our old US Fish and Wildlife jeep needed constant repair. writing style was unbeatable.
He not only paid the repair bills, but to save us worry he 

In ICI he was very well loved and respected. In the 
gave us a lump sum of money so that we could repair the 

days before CSR he pushed ICI, which was always 
jeep whenever required, without having to ask him every 

socially active, to institutionalise social service, and 
time. Generosity was his middle name.

he was in the forefront of this effort, pioneering many 
He retired to live in a remote area on the periphery of the schemes in many needy villages near where ICI 
Rajaji Tiger Reserve near Haridwar. He started a farm, worked.
and as his is wont, got deeply involved in helping the 

Sugato was very closely involved with FOD's field 
villagers and looking after wild life. Birds, leopards, 

work, starting with the Gujjar rehabilitation and 
elephants, deer, snakes, were his world and he worked 

subsequent village upliftment work. FOD 
closely with forest dept to ensure man animal conflict was 

rehabilitated 540 Gujjar families in the newly 
contained. Despite having a broken leg from a riding 

developed Pathri colony. These 540 families with 
accident in his youth, he would cycle 20 km into these 

their cattle had to be settled in, in the 540 quarters 
villages regularly. 

made by government. We ran a school for 350 Gujjar 
He was generous to a fault and would help needy villagers children in partnership with the Forest Department. 
on many occasions. His only condition was that his name Each family was given 2 acres of agricultural land by 
should never be mentioned, so he was known as our the government so that they could grow fodder crops 
anonymous donor. He told me he would break my legs if to feed their cattle. 
his name was ever mentioned.

Sugato was the main FOD expert in this effort. 
Farewell Sugato. It was our privilege to have known you. Additionally, we set up a model dairy farm to teach 
As the poet said, this was a man.the Gujjars how to stall feed their cattle because their 

Nirmal Ghosh

Sugato gave up senior corporate life and moved to a 
patch of land on the southern edge of Rajaji Tiger 
Reserve. I remember the day he showed it to us, when 
he was in the process of buying it. He built a simple 
place (in the early days half the time he didn't have 
electricity) and went local, living alone, growing 
some crops, cycling km up and down the jungle tracks 
to get his supplies. He gathered a retinue of dogs that 
guarded his place faithfully. He occasionally had 
issues with the Forest Department, which never likes 
anyone knowing what exactly is going on. Sugato 
knew; he had a network among the Gujjars. 

I used to visit often, especially between 1999 and 
2003 when I was back in Delhi, and Rajaji and CTR 
were almost like second homes; as a little child I had 
stayed with my parents at those Forest Rest Houses; 
Motichur was a particular favourite. I remember one 
winter night at Sugato's, sitting by a fire, drinks in 
hand, the dogs in a circle around the fire at our feet, 
listening to the quavering hoot of an owl from the 
darkness at the edge of the forest. 

But my memories go even further back, to snipe 
shooting Calcutta days (I was a young teenager; we 
used to go out with Pearson Surita, the celebrated 
cricket commentator), and days in Delhi when we 
used to pick him up in the predawn dark from his 
place at the top of Malcha Marg, to go out to the foggy 
fields on the Jamuna looking for wild geese. 

Then came trips to Dehradun when Dad was building 
his house in Rajpur; by then Sugato already had his 
land at Ranipur and was similarly going back and 
forth. I always admired his tenacity; he had been 
badly injured in a horse-riding accident when he was 
young, and walked with a limp, yet managed 
everything – walking in the jungle, through flooded 
paddy fields, and cycling. He had a sense of irony and 
an acidic sense of humour, and would occasionally 
randomly recite a limerick. 

He was a pillar for the Friends of the Doon Society, 
always with good practical advice on local wildlife 
conservation. With his passing that gang of three 
stalwarts is gone. First Samir Ghosh (who introduced 
me to the best hat in the world, the Tilley), then my 
Dad, PK Ghosh, and now Sugato. I hope they are 
sitting somewhere catching up again, drinks in hand.

From Sugato's pen: Some example of how Sugato 
brought the forest alive, all painstakingly handwritten 
in his neat and flowing script.

From 2009: “As far as bird life goes, I have not seen, so 
far, many of the migrants that normally can be observed at 
this time of the year. Species such as the scarlet minivet, 
rosefinches and so on are not visible yet and even die-hard 
species such as white wagtails are very scarce. Maybe this 
unseasonal weather has postponed their arrival.”

From 2013: “Groundnuts are among the favourite food of 
the pig, be it wild or domestic, as I found to my cost. I 
planted this crop one year, the Sus ScrofaCristatus 
thought this was heaven, and despite whatever protect I 
could give it, I lost at least a quarter of it. The next year I 
left that particular field fallow. Wild pig literally ploughed 
it up for me, end to end, searching for the elusive peanut. 
(I was apprehensive of telling the forest authorities about 
this – they may have billed me for harrowing and tilling 
the soil.)”

From 2014: “Another evening, a big single tusker came to 
drink at the waterhole near Harnol Chowki. As it was 
drinking, a big leopard came to the spot for the same 
purpose. As soon as the feline came to the waterhole, 
Jumbo withdrew for some distance until Spots had drunk 
his fill and departed, whereupon the elephant returned and 
finished his drink and waterplay. I do not think it could 
have been fear that prompted the elephant to move, more 
likely that it did not want to be disturbed while at its water 
activities. However, one cannot theorise with certainty; 
one can only report the facts as observed.”

From 2016: “Wonderful colours are appearing in the 
forest, the fresh new reds and greens of growing foliage 
contrasting with the brilliant orange-red of the Flame of 
the Forest and the reds and yellows of other trees. Most of 
the mango trees in this area – whether wild or cultivated – 
are covered in the blossom. Their fragrance, especially in 

  
the cool clear air of early dawn – is particularly heady.”

From his camera
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can be contacted on 0135 2733349, 7017097645. Email : friendsofdoon@rediffmail.com and friendsofthe 
doon@gmail.com We also have a Friends of the Doon Facebook page. Bharat Sharma posts regular updates 
there. The website : friendsofdoon.org 
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uUgh gFksyh

uUgh gFksyh is tc Hkh iSlk j[kk tkrk gS

dgÈ ,d vkSj yky viuh ek¡ ls fcNM+ tkrk gS

rqEgkjs bd flôs dh [kud dc ?kq¡?k: dh vkokt+ cu tkrh gS

rqe tku Hkh ugÈ ikrs ,d vkSj yM+dh dksBs is mrj tkrh gS

rqEgs vankt+k Hkh ugÈ ;s flôk dSls vkc: Hkh ys tkrk gS

dgÈ ,d vkSj yky viuh ek¡ ls fcNM+ tkrk gS

rqeus vijkèk fd;k rqEgs irk ugÈ ij irk gS uk

rqeus cpiu ls f[kykSuk Nhuk ugÈ ij fNuk gS uk

geus rks nku fn;k Hkh[k ugÈ dqN ,slk gh gj dksb dgs tkrk gS

dgÈ ,d vkSj yky viuh ek¡ ls fcNM+ tkrk gS

dHkh rks ns[kks è;ku ls ml uUgh gFksyh dh eklwe vk¡[kksa esa

rqEgs fn[k tk,xk dh rqe gks otg tks vkt gS oks bu lyk[kksa esa

lkgc eq>s iSlk u nks ;s oks pqipki dgs tkrk gS

dgÈ ,d vkSj yky viuh ek¡ ls fcNM+ tkrk gS

dHkh ns[kks mls ckfj'k esa dHkh B.M esa fBBqjrk ns[kks

Hkjh xeÊ dh dM+h èkqi esa >qylrk ns[kks

rqe u ekuksxs rqEgs buis rjl dgk¡ vkrk gS

dgÈ ,d vkSj yky viuh ek¡ ls fcNM+ tkrk gS

;s gFksyh dHkh tks gkFk csjge gksaxs

rsjs nkeu is ygw ds fu'kk¡ u de gksaxs

rsjh ph[kksa ls dqN Qjd u iMsxk budks

rsjh gh vkc: is buds tc flre gksaxs

oks ns[k rsjk tuk dksÃ vkSj fy, tkrk gS

dgÈ ,d vkSj yky viuh ek¡ ls fcNM+ tkrk gS

Hkjr 'kekZ

The Plastic Menace

How do we escape from plastic waste that has choked our lives? Dr 
SS Khaira has some easy solutions for us.

The theme of World Environment Day (June 5) in 2018 was 'Beat 
plastic pollution'. The celebration was aimed at considering how 
we can bring changes in our daily life by reducing plastic 
pollution. The excessive use of plastic is the result of 
technological progress over decades now. To get rid of our 
convenient and comfortable habit of using plastic in our daily life 
sometimes seems to be unthinkable in the modern world.
Plastic is used everywhere: in buildings, automobiles, 
appliances, gadgets, agriculture, electronics, electrical pipes, 
tubes, cables; packaging of all heavy and light stuff. It is a 
synthetic material made from a wide range of polymers; derived 
from petroleum. Although not all plastics are dangerous, PVC is 
on the toxic watchlist, in itself and its process of manufacture. 
Polyethylene terephthalate (PET)earlier considered safe is now 
also being questioned. It has immense benefits such as it is 
lightweight, attractive, durable, resistant to corrosion, water 
resistant, cheaper, colorful, easy to process, available at low cost, 
can be molded and given any shape, unbreakable. But there is a 
cost. One of the biggest crises of the environment today is the 
plastic menace, especially of discarded plastic waste. This waste 
has polluted the land, air, and water. Our oceans are filled with it 
and thus the ecosystem and food chain are being affected. Plastic 
in the oceans is an alarming environmental problem. According 
to scientific data each year, approximately 8 million tons of 
plastic is being dumped in the oceans. Most plastic is non-
biodegradable.Everything else can rot and disappear into the soil, 
maybe in months or years, except plastic.  The disposal of plastic 
is the biggest challenge. Everywhere we look in India and 
definitely in Dehradun,we see the ugliness of plastic -- garbage 
sites, roads, parks, waste dumps, forests, riverbeds. At the 
garbage sites, animals eat plastic mistaking it for food and die. 
The drains are frequently choked. 
Solutions 
The problem of plastic menace can be solved by following three 
R's: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle. Plastic use cannot be stopped 
suddenly but we can reduce its use. 
The following suggestions may work, to collectively save our 
planet.
1 Shopping with plastic carry bags has an excellent alternative 

–use jute, cloth, paper bag or cartons.
2 Plastic refills pens are thrown after the ink is over. Why not go 

back to fountain pens, combining style with sustainibility?
3 Switch plastic water bottle with reusable glass bottles or 
thermoses.

4 Instead of single use plastic and styrofoam cups and glasses, 
use paper or ceramic and glass mugs

5 Stop using single use plastic straws; they are actually not 
required. Remember: precaution is better than cure.


