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As I write this, it is still Spring. The last of the spring 
flowers are blazing colours in defiance of what is to 
come. The birds and bees are doing their thing. Those of 
us who are lucky enough to have gardens are basking in 
the beauty around us, as sleeping life awakens in buds 
and leaves. A time for new beginnings, new ideas, new 
thoughts, new journeys and new ventures.

All very poetic and glorious. However, the hills around 
us in Dehradun are dry and brown. The Indian 
Meteorological Department has declared that 
temperatures in Uttarakhand for March are already 
between 5 to 6 degrees higher than normal in some 
areas and between 8 to 10 degrees higher in others. For 

In happier news, the NEAP projects, Trees for Doon the third year in a row, winter rain has been insufficient. 
and our Wildlife Quiz, organised with the Wildlife And the last monsoon showed a deficit as well. 
Institute of India, did very well, with excellent Forest fires have already begun, portending worse to 
participation. The MSc students of WII did a fantastic come. Forest staff are up in arms and in a fight with the 
job with the questions and the manner in which they government over new recruitment rules which do not 
conducted the quiz. Our gratitude to them. Ann Mary give automatic promotions to forest guards but will 
School once again showed its prowess when it comes to bring in outsiders above them. The politics of the issue 
the environment and wild life and won back the Samir apart, in real terms this means that people needed to 
Ghosh trophy which they surrendered in 2016.fight fires are fighting for their livelihoods.
To this issue and to the future. As ever our secretary The so-called development of Dehradun and its 
Florence Pandhi provides a succinct and complete surrounding areas remains excessive in some areas and 
round up of events. Sugato Chaudhuri delights with his wanting in others. Many people feel that the 
observations on wild life around his farm, although he “beautification” of parts of Rajpur Road is excessive 
brings up some valid and difficult points about the compared to the lack of infrastructure all around. What 
human-animal conflict in this edition of his diary. is not discussed is that below the fancy pavements lie 
Bharat Sharma provides some beautiful photographs of essential sewage and drainage systems. But we are no 
a trip to Har ki Doon. You can almost smell the crisp air wiser about how they will work and how far they run.
and freshness. Plus of course, the pristine nature of 

These are the challenges for us and all NGOs which 
areas still not corrupted by humankind.

work in the environment sector. Much like the Red 
His daughter Samriddhi writes us a poignant and telling Queen in Lewis Carroll's Through the Looking Glass, 
poem on the state of Rispana river. Almost no rivers in we are running fast to stay in the same place. Soon, even 
our neighbourhood deserve that name, sadly, given the that may not be enough.
condition that they are in. Arijit Banerji provides a book 

Meanwhile, we have had a difficult year last year in terms 
review of Pranay Lal's Indica: A Deep Natural History 

of loss and regrouping. Personally, for me and my Father 
of the Indian Subcontinent. A must-read for anyone 

FOD President Arijit Banerji, the death of my Mother, 
interested in geology and natural history.

Bulan Banerji, an FOD member, in January 2017 is still 
As ever, thanks to Samaya Sakshaya for all their help!hard to come to terms with. FOD also lost some very 

pivotal members in FOD founder Gulab Ramchandani, 
and Managing Committee member and FOD stalwart 
Shanti Varma in, 2017, both irreplaceable for their 
sterling qualities, their humanity and their generosity. 
FOD member OP Oniyal also left us last year.

EDITORIAL 

- Ranjona Banerji

Students of Ann Mary School, Winners of the FODS / Wildlife 

Institute of India Quiz, 2017



PROJECT UPDATES   

NATURE AND ENVIRONMENT AWARENESS 
PROGRAMME (NEAP)
This NEAP year has almost concluded. CNI Girls' School, 
where we had already done one stint three years ago, 
enjoyed it so much that the schoolrequested FODS to 
return.  It is a richly rewarding experience, choosing 
schools from economically weaker sections.  The staff 
and students are always enthusiastic, keen to learn, and 
grateful for every input.  Students have had exhilarating 
outings to different institutions, with the Science Park 
(worth a visit if you have not been before) being the cherry 
on the cake. It is a fascinating experience. The 
culmination of the year will be the painting competition, d e l i c a t e  s a p l i n g s .   
which will be carried out at the Science Park itself. As Sometimes, good advice 
always, we have a money crunch.  Our old donor has falls on deaf ears, so we 
faded away and we are now reliant on members, most of increase our surveillance 
whom have donated time and time again for various after each planting season.  
FODS' projects.  We would really like to expand NEAP, Again, this is one project 
making it a more exciting project, and even more which is starved of funds.  
inclusive for institutions where we have never been Our old donor from the 
before.  The team of NEAP work hard, giving up a great USA has lost contact with 
deal of free time to the project, for which we are extremely us, and we constantly 
grateful. a p p r o a c h  t h e  s a m e  

benefactors in FODS to put 
THE NEWSLETTER their  hands in  their  
Each edition of the Newsletter gets better and better, pockets.  Considering the 
thanks to Ranjona Banerji, a professional journalist and desperate plight of the 
member of our society. This edition is also an exciting vanishing greenery of Dehra Dun, we feel the need to 
update that mirrors the activities of our society, and expand the planting, bringing in more and more institutes 
showcases articles and photographs of our members.  and young people.  We are hoping to work hard on this 
Ranjona is interested to hear from any member who has over the next few months, contacting and involving the 
comments, short stories, jokes etc. that have a connection public in a “hands on planting season”. If you feel as 
to environment issues    The reader will find a great strongly as we do, why don't you join the Trees for Doon 
improvement in the content and presentation which will project? We are all going to benefit from this endeavour. 
add to the interest of those in our society, and, hopefully, to The life and lungs of Dehra Dun need your effort.
those whom we give a copy to as part of our public 
relations exercise. We have some excellent photographers NATURE AND WILD LIFE CONSERVATION
in our membership, and poets! The Newsletter is an outlet There are four main issues here that FODS is deeply aware 
for their creative talents. All of our members should pause of that need cooperation from the state government – the 
and think about what each individual can contribute to the elephant corridor outside of and into Rajaji Tiger Reserve, 
next edition.  We have so much “retired” ability, just which is coupled with the proposed relocation of the 
waiting for the moment to awaken and shine.  Hark, you railway, the shifting of the army's ammunition dump, and 
painters, writers, poets, photographers, potters, Ikebana the plight of the Tongias within the forest.  Absolutely no 
and Origami experts. Let us see your work. change has taken place on these issues. In fact, recently 

the Supreme Court Monitoring Committee approached 
TREES FOR DOON (T for D) the Defence Ministry regarding an alternative site for the 
Bharat Sharma and S.S. Khaira aregoing to be busy with ammunition dump, but, the reply is long awaited. The 
inspection of all the new plantations that took place in this question of the Tongias and the Asan wetlands remains in 
year's rainy season.  There was a good response from the same dormant position. It speaks volumes about the 
private homes and institutions, with the Indian Institute of state of our natural habitat when one scans the local 
Petroleum doing a sizeable plantation inside its campus. newspapers. There is NEVER a mention of these crucial 
We urge all new planters the need for after care of the 

3

environment issues.  The state Wildlife Board, if it does forging ahead, bounding over the obstacles that are thrown 
meet (and thereby hangs a huge question mark) has never in their path, determined to regenerate the gasping life of 
bothered to make its decisions public.  There is very little this valley.
interest generated when it comes to protection of wildlife 
in the state of Uttarakhand. PROGRAMME SUBCOMMITTEE

We had a very well attended Annual General Meeting in 
CITIZENS ACTION GROUP August, in the Welham Boys School. Our grateful thanks 
We had a busy year with this project. How do we get go to the school principal, GurmeetBindra, for her 
through to the state government that a Smart City plan – a cooperation, which is so generously given every year.  We 
brainwave of the Prime Minister Narender Modi – is never spent some time reminiscing on our three much missed, 
going to be a solution to the colossal problem of over departed members, Gulab Ramchandani, Shanti Varma 
urbanisation in Dehra Dun?The Smart City idea was and O.P. Onial. Each had made unique contributions to 
mooted and channelled through the centralgovernment, FODS in the time that they had been members. Gulab was 
with the incentive of 50% funding if a city could get one of the founding five that created FODS; Shanti, a 
together a plan to create a high tech area within its managing committee member, was the most inspiring 
confines.  This was to be a blue print that was to extend and institutional head who brought the Welham Girls School 
envelop the rest of the municipal limits in the space of a into our society; and O.P. Onial was a stalwart of every 
few years. It sounds good, but what happens when one has general body meeting, with his good humour and 
a city that is choking? wonderful gourmet creations. We are now planning a 

winter outing for our members, to a good rest house Dehra Dun is in a desperate plight. We are saturated with a 
somewhere in a peaceful corner of our valley.population that is fighting for basic facilities.  We need a 

plan to give potable water to everyone, to ensure that all 
garbage is collected and disposed of correctly, and we THE WII/FODS INTERSCHOOL NATURE AND 
need a plan that will ensure basic environmental WILDLIFE QUIZ
parameters are met to maintain life in this beleaguered The school quiz is held in Wild Life Week, which is the 
backwater of north India.  CAG was given assurance, after first week in October in any year. Again, we remind 
we produced an alternative Smart City plan to the three members that they are welcome to attend this very 
times failed plan put up by the MDDA, (CAG's plan was interesting and well-managed event.  We do send a notice 
annexed to the fourth attempt, and accepted by the around via email, so, whenever the event is going to be 
Centre),that it would be part of the implementation held, let us know if you have a plan to join our party in the 
process if the plan was eventually accepted. This FODS jeep. This year we had twenty six schools 
happened, with the centre giving the go ahead. So far we participating – a record of sorts. It was a great success with 
have not been asked to take part in the process,in spite of the cleverdesign and innovative thinking of this year's MA 
two committees already having been formed by the Nagar students at the Wild Life Institute. It was quite a thrill for 
Nigam.It makes one wonder what is the route to civic the audience too, with lots of questions thrown at them to 
participation?  Being a resident, with a desire to actively test their knowledge.  Ann Mary School was the proud 
play a part in restoring the depleting life of this city, is that winner, yet again.  Its performance at solving the varied 
not a qualification for inclusion? and challenging questions was superior to the other teams 
Rejuvenation of Dehra Dun's rivers is a major focus for us on the dais.  To the extent that Ann Mary school romped 
if life is to survive in this valley. We are a part of the Ganga 
river basin, and every stream that flows should eventually 
end up in the mighty Ganga. The fact is that all the natural 
watercourses that provided potable water to this area have 
diminished to an unrecognisable trickle.  Encroachments 
from illegal settlements have blocked the flow of 
perennial water, with nothing entering the course of the 
Ganga. CAG had approached the state government on this 
matter, but, apart from a token acceptance of the need to 
protect the water courses, the solution is still hypothetical.  
MDDA is building a protective wall, on the stamp of the 
Sabarmati (Gujarat), for the Rispana.  How this will 
increase the water flow is a conundrum. MAD has taken 
up this cause in a huge way, and we are supporting its 
efforts. We should thank the powers that be, for a lively, 
dedicated band of committed young people who are 
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For us living in Dehra Dun, we are surrounded by the 
evidence of remains of the Tethys Sea, which the 
Indian land mass displaced as it bore into Eurasia. 
Marine fossils and sedimentary rocks abound all over 
the valley and into the mountains. The remains of the 
limestone mines in the Mussourie hills have 
widespread evidence of these fossils.

f a c e t s  o f  o u r  How India was Made
environment today. 
For example, why Pranay Lal's geological and natural survey of India is a 
does  Bengaluru  

fascinating and informative read, says 
h a v e  s u c h  a n  
equable climate? A Deep Natural History of the Indian 
When India was Subcontinent, By Pranay Lal
moving north it tore Penguin, Rs 999, hardcover
o f f  a  p a r t  o f  

This is a most entertaining, educative, and 
Madagascar, and a 

informative book about India in the fullest sense of 
scar of this event is 

the term. Normally books on India start from the 
seen in the Palghat 

arrival of people from the north who settled on the 
(Palakkad) gap in 

banks of the Indus. This book ends with the arrival of 
the Western Ghats in 

people from the north who settled on the banks of the 
I n d i a ,  w i t h  a  

Indus. So where does it start?
corresponding scar 

It starts right at the beginning, with the astronomical 
in the mountains of 

environment that led to the start of the solar system, 
eastern Madagascar. 

the formation of the earth and moon, and the 
This Palghat gap allows cool breezes from the Arabian 

beginning of our being able to recognise the earth as it 
Sea to cross the Western Ghats since the gap is in the same 

is today. This is done in an easy and entertaining way. 
latitude as Bengaluru, and bring rain and a pleasant 

Starting with astronomy and the formation of the 
temperature to this growing city, when the rest of the 

earth, it then covers geology, geography, plate 
Deccan swelters in the rain shadow of the Western Ghats.

tectonics, the formation and movement of the large 
The rise of the Deccan Plateau as a result of massive 

landmasses we know today, anthropology, and the 
outflows of magma from the sea bed, as the Indian land 
mass moved passed what is now Reunion Island, is a 
significant part of our geological history. The magma 
uprising continued for millions of years, and among other 
things gave the Deccan Plateau its geography and its tilt to 
the east, because of which major rivers in the Deccan flow 
from west to east. It describes how the Ellora caves were 
carved from the rocks of the Deccan trap.

For us living in Dehra Dun, we are surrounded by the 
evidence of remains of the Tethys Sea, which the Indian 
land mass displaced as it bore into Eurasia. Marine fossils beginning of human habitation all over the world, 
and sedimentary rocks abound all over the valley and into with particular reference to India. There are 
the mountains. The remains of the limestone mines in the illuminating insights into how geography affected the 
Mussourie hills have widespread evidence of these lives of people in India.
fossils. The Indian land mass subducted several hundred The most informative description is the separation of 
kilometres under Eurasia, thus making Tibet into a high parts of the large land mass known as Gondwanaland, 
plateau. This pressure from the Indian land mass not only which earlier on comprised what is now India, 
created the Himalayas, but mountain chains in Burma, the Australia, Antarctica, Madagascar, and South 
Mekong valley, and west as far as Iran.America. As these parts separated, we are told the 
The book is available in Amazon for Kindle readers, but it story of the Indian subcontinent and its fascinating 
is preferable to get the hard copy, because of the beautiful journey from the deep, southern ocean to its collision 
and descriptive illustrations which one cannot get in with the land mass of Eurasia. This is the beginning of 
Kindle.India as we know it today.

There are fascinating insights into all manner of 

Arijit Banerji

away with more than double the score of the team in contribute to their country of origin and assist in rural 
second place!  FODS is so thankful to WII for its interest, outreach programmes.  RMC and Bharat Sharma have 
support, expertise, and enthusiasm.  We may expand this been in dialogue with Geeta Mehta of AI, who also came to 
project by going back into the schools to have debates, Delhi and had discussions with them, and a local contact 
organised by a host school, where students can freely for AI, Dhruv Batra. AI will be happy to fund our project, 
interact on a chosen environmental subject. We also plan and will give the first half of the money in January.  As the 
to invite notable national speakers, again for the schools World Wildlife Fund of India (WWF) is implementing 
and the general public, who will speak on crucial some projects at Hazara Tongia, we have formed our own 
environment issues.  independent project to avoid duplication.  We shall 

involve other aspects of work and adjust the project to fit 
AI's requirements. AI also has an incentive scheme which THE VILLAGE PROJECTS
gives points and rewards to villagers who initiate FODS has moved on now in our village endeavours.  We 
community changes in the village. On viewing our past have completed our partnership with our funding 
experience and success in village upliftment, AI has given agencies, the Tata Trusts and UNDP.  We are now taking 
a wide mandate and latitude to FODS for implementation up similar work in further villages with Asia 
of its project.Initiative.Asia Initiative (AI), a New York based group 
Florence Pandhi, Secretary, The Friends Of The Doon which funds various agencies in India, has shown interest 
Societyin our social project for Rasulpur Tongia and Hazara 

Tongia. AI consists of Indian donors who wish to 
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An Insoluble Problem

Our resident diarist  is in a 

philosophical mood as he examines, from a personal 

point of view, the problems of man-wildlife conflict in 

live on the edges of a forest. The peacock in full 

plumage is not so lovable when a flock destroys your 

crops. The planet is for all of us, and that includes 

humans. The problem is real.
 
A peacock, in full plumage, dancing to attract his 
future wives is a magnificent sight, and one that thrills 
me every time I see it although I have done so a 
countless number of times. That same peacock, 
accompanied by a host of his own kin, in my newly-
planted fields scratching and pecking away at the just-
sprouted grain is an extremely unpleasant sight for me when one sees him. Yet on his visits to my land he has 
as a farmer – practically a total loss of all the expense damaged a number of cherished mango trees and there is 
and effort in the planting of the crop. no real way of dissuading him; fireworks, crackers, big 
This dichotomic situation occurs all the time when fires, dogs, they have all been tried, with limited success. 
one is farming just next to the forest. He comes and goes more or less as he pleases.
A big tusker has recently been doing his rounds in the 
proximity of the farm. He is a splendid creature and an 
immense feeling of joy and excitement is inevitable 

There are many lovely sights in the forest; a herd of chital, 
stags in hard horn, with the gentle hinds and irresistibly 
attractive fauns is a most endearing spectacle. These very 
same deer in a cultivated field can do appalling damage.
The list is a long one. Pigs, monkeys, parakeets, all 
delights to the human eye, are incredibly destructive to 
cultivation.
Leopards can be a terrible nuisance. One of the most 
handsome of our larger carnivores, this feline, to my 
mind, is not in danger of any extinction. Incredibly 
adaptive, the leopard can live happily in the forest as well 
as on the outskirts of human populations – villages and 
even quite sizeable towns. By and large they are non-
interfering; in the forest there is plenty of food for them as 
they can subsist on a large variety from rats and mice to 
quite large quarry like half-grown Nilgai. In fact some 
years ago, one such animal was killed by a pair of leopards 
and hidden in the thick hedge surrounding my land. In the 
vicinity of human habitation, normally stray dogs, 
jackals, rodents, the occasional goat, make up a large 

Sugato Chaudhuri

portion of their fare. However, when they turn to its old games in the new place – there are very few places 
regular live-stock lifting and sometimes to man- left in India which are suitable for leopards but far from 
mauling/killing, they become a real menace. human habitation. Pity the poor forest staff who are faced 
This is not as rare as is generally supposed. Every so with such a quandary.
often, a killer is reported, even in Rajaji Park, who is Once, some years ago, my servant came and asked me if I 
terrorising and injuring or killing people, not as a one- would like to buy a neighbouring plot. When I asked why 
off event but on a regular basis. The problem then the owner wanted to sell, I was told that he had planted 
arises: what does one do? Leopards are protected by gram, which had become ready for harvesting. He was a 
law (I believe such laws are enacted by people who poor man and was relying on this crop to see him through 
have no practical experience of the fear and human the rest of the year. He was awake all night, scaring away 
misery that can arise), so killing one is out of the deer and pigs, so when it was full daylight, he fell asleep 
question. on his machan. Two hours later when he woke up, his field 
Often, they get very cunning and trap-shy so catching was quite stripped by monkeys.
the perpetrator is not easy! And once caught, what do What do you say to a mother who has lost her child to a 
you do with it? Most zoos have enough leopards in leopard? How do you console a farmer who has lost the 
their collections and do not want any more. If a results of a whole season's hard work, expenditure and 
trapped animal is released close to its original beat, it discomfort to the depredations of wild life? As for the rest 
will return, just as a domestic cat does and resume its of us who are not farmers, we have also lost the produce 
nefarious activities, this time even more cunning and that land would have generated.
trap-shy. If released far away, it may get into a fight What I want to point out is that we all have to live on this 
with the resident leopard of the new site, in which one planet; it is not all for us humans but equally it is not all for 
may die or get seriously injured. wildlife. There must be a balance somewhere. Finding it is 
If there is no resident leopard, the freed one may start not all that easy.

Once, some years ago, my servant came and asked me if I 
would like to buy a neighbouring plot. When I asked why 
the owner wanted to sell, I was told that he had planted 
gram, which had become ready for harvesting. He was a 
poor man and was relying on this crop to see him through 
the rest of the year. He was awake all night, scaring away 
deer and pigs, so when it was full daylight, he fell asleep 
on his machan. Two hours later when he woke up, his field 
was quite stripped by monkeys.

A leopard at dusk, at Rajaji Tiger Reserve, pic by Suniti Bhushan Datta

A band of monkeys by the roadside in Rishikesh, pic by Fowler & Fowler
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A map of the Doon Valley, provided by SS Khaira, so that we never lose our way! Our Nature and Environment Awareness Programme remains one of on most fulfilling. Here, 
some images of the students of Welham Girls and CNI Girls School interacting with each other.

And Rajive Rekhi imparting knowledge and information.
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Closer to home, in Uttarakhand, local activists have taken on Short Takes
the All-weather Char Dham Road, for the environmental 
damage it is likely to cause in the hills:

Environmentalists in Mumbai have been fighting the Metro 
The Times of India,  April 2, 2018, by Seema Sharma:

Rail project, which has planned to cut into one of its main 
DEHRADUN: National Green Tribunal (NGT) bench headed 

green zones, the Aarey Milk Colony, to build a car shed as 
by justice Jawed Rahim on Wednesday pulled up MORTH as 

well as for the rail project itself. Some 5000 trees will be cut 
well as the state government for not furnishing details and 

as well as further degradation to the city’s shrinking green 
clearances on the dumping sites used for muck generating from 

cover. Citizens have come together to fight this. A further 
the construction work in Prime Minister’s pet project all-

report:
weather Char Dham widening road in Uttarakhand.
Ministry of road, transport and highway (MORTH) in their 

Free Press Journal, Mumbai, April 10, 2018, By Narsi 
affidavit submitted before the NGT that in the total 53 stretches 

Benwal: 
in the route, none is above 100 km which is why no 

The legal battle between activists and the Maharashtra 
environmental clearance was obtained.

government over allocation of Aarey Colony for the 
However, petitioners in their rejoinder, supported with tables 

construction of Metro III car shed took an interesting turn 
and maps submitted that the entire project of 900 km was 

on Monday. The activists told the Bombay High Court that 
misleadingly fragmented into segments and that those are 

there are several government records which clearly 
actually continuous stretches of five national highways. They 

categorise Aarey Colony as a ‘forest’ area.  Interestingly, 
said that this was done to avoid environmental clearances.

the affidavit also claimed that the Mumbai Metro Rail 
They stated that the criteria of cumulative Impact Assessment 

Corporation Limited (MMRCL) itself had accepted Aarey 
and carrying capacity study must be followed for the 

Colony to be a forest land.
Himalayan terrain while considering any infrastructural 

The affidavit was submitted before a division bench of 
projects.

Justice Satyaranjan Dharmadhikari and Justice Prakash 
On the issue of strategic significance, petitioners stated that 

Naik, during the hearing of a batch of petitions challenging 
state has the list of strategic roads (Indo-China Border Roads) 

the allocation of the Aarey land for Metro III car shed. The 
and, none of the stretches mentioned by the respondents fall in 

affidavit states, “I say that Aarey has been recorded as a 
the category of ICBR. They said that the project was causing 

Forest in several government records. To name some are 
irreparable loss to the fragile and sensitive Himalayan ecology.

the Forest Development Corporation of Maharashtra Ltd, 
Representing MORTH, superintendent engineer Virender 

which recorded in 1969 that 2076 Ha of an area was 
Singh Khaira in his affidavit stated that stretches up to 100 km 

transferred from the Greater Bombay Milk Scheme at 
are exempted from environmental clearance under 

Aarey colony to the Forest division.”
Environmental Clearance Notification and so far the work in 

“Also, the Detailed Project Report (DPR) prepared by 
the project is within 100 km. He further mentioned that the 

RITES (Rail India Technical &amp; Economic Service) 
length of individual projects ranges between 0.7 km and 39 km. 

for the Metro III line also records that the land at Aarey is 
He emphasized on the need of widening of roads, primarily due 

Green Forested area and requires additional clearances. 
to strategic reasons, being close to China border and also for 

Apart from this, even the letter of the District Collector, 
convenience of tourists as well as to avoid disaster.

Mumbai Suburban District, written for the allocation of 
Petitioner Citizens for Green Doon and aggrieved locals 

Aarey land for Metro III car shed project at Aarey clearly 
Sushila Bhandari and Keshar Singh Panwar in their rejoinder 

states that it is a forested area full of quagmire. It also 
said that environmental damage will be cumulative in five 

records that this land is situated at the bed of the Mithi 
parallel valleys — Gangotri, Yamunotri, Badrinath, Kedarnath, 

river,” the affidavit reads further.
Tunakpur to Pithoragarh. The small breaks of few meters to few 

Countering the ‘claims’ of the MMRCL that Aarey Colony 
km in between the fragments are not breaks but sections of 

is not  densely forested land, the affidavit further states, 
tunneling and bypass construction on the opposite slopes. 

“The MMRCL in its own Environmental Impact 
Environmental damage will be cumulative in these valleys and, 

Assessment report records that prior permission is needed 
hence, it is considered one project while granting 

under Forest Conservation Act 1980 and the Wildlife 
environmental clearances and assessing damage.

Protection Act, 1972 for construction activities in the 
Environmentalist Himanshu Arora said, “It is unfortunate the 

Aarey land.”
PM’s ambitious Char Dham project is violating environmental 

The affidavit further claims that the government 
norms on a large scale.”

‘deliberately’ delayed in proposing to allot plot in 
Kanjurmarg, for the construction of car shed. It also claims 

City protests against rape, the forest department's new plans to 
that the Technical Committee, prepared by experts 

tackle forest fires in Uttarakhand and, a heartwarming story 
including officials from Delhi Metro, has suggested an 

from South Africa.
alternative depot.

Times of India, April 15, Dehradun: 
Residents held a candlelight march in the city on Sunday to 
protest the rape of a minor in Kathua in Jammu & Kashmir. 
Holding banners and placards, residents gathered at Gandhi 
Park to demand strict punishment for the accused.

A group of Kashmiri students, supported by NSUI, SFI and 
Manipur Students' Union, organised a silent march from 
Gandhi Park to Clock Tower. “We demand that the accused 
be hanged and criminal cases should be filed against BJP 
ministers who supported the Hindu Ekta Manch,” said 
Nasir Khuehami, coordinator of J&K Students' 
Association. The Hindu Ekta Manch has organised various 
protests in support of the accused. Other organisations like 
Jan Jagran Abhiyan Samiti and Muslim Seva Sangathan 
also held a protest rally. Swapnil Sinha, president of the 
samiti, said, “We have started a signature campaign to 
demand that a fast-track court be set up to hear the case and 
capital punishment be given to all the accused, including 
the juvenile.”
On Saturday, Congress also held a silent march in the city 
while the Aam Aadmi Party will organize a march over the 
issue on Monday.

principal mandate is to conduct survey and assessment of forest 
resources in the country.
FSI Director General Saibal Dasgupta said automation of the 
whole process, including night-time fire alerts, had led to a 
significant reduction in the time taken for data processing and 
sending alerts. “The FSI is working on three aspects of forest 
fire - near real time (NRT) forest fire alerts, forest fire pre-
warning alerts and burnt scar studies,” Dasgupta told PTI in an 
interview here, in the backdrop of the recent Kurangani forest 
fires in Tamil Nadu.
The Dehradun-based FSI had sent two e-mails, he said, 
providing the co-ordinates of the forest fires to the nodal officer 
of Tamil Nadu Forest Department after receiving information 
from the National Remote Sensing Centre (NRSC), 
Hyderabad. “The FSI, with years of experience and a vast 
repository of fire-related data, has developed indigenous 'Pre-
Warning Alert System',” deputy director FSI, E Vikram, said.
With the India Meteorological Department forecasting a 
searing hot summer this year and average mean temperatures 
expected to remain more than a degree above normal, 
possibilities of forest fire will increase. With anti-cyclonic 
winds fuelling the flames, the situation may become difficult.
Forest fire can thrive only when sufficient fuel is available and 
weather conditions are suitable for its initiation and spread, 
explained Vikram. He said under favourable weather 
conditions, fires can spread quickly and become uncontrollable 
leading to loss of lives and property.
The season of the year when the weather conditions favour 
forest fires is called the 'fire season' and it coincides with the 
summer months in most parts of the country, except for the  
pastures in the high Himalayas which burn during the dry Tribune, Uttarakhand April 16
winter season. Monsoon rains invariably mark the end of the FSI carries out revamp of forest fire alerts system
fire season, he said.
FSI DG Dasgupta, who also holds the post of Additional DG of The Forest Survey of India (FSI) has “completely 
Forest in the Union Ministry of Environment and Forests and revamped” the forest fire alerts system across the country, 
Climate Change, said that “uncontrolled fires” is one of the bringing in the “Forest Fire Alerts System Version 2.0”, 
major causes of degradation of forests. “Precious forest making the entire process automated, including night-time 
resources, including carbon locked in the biomass, is lost due to alerts. Additionally, officials said, the FSI has put in place 
forest fires every year, which adversely impact the flow of an innovative system enabling them to forecast wildfire 10 
goods and services from forests,” he said.to 12 weeks in advance. The FSI is an organisation under 
Quoting a latest official report, he said forest fires are often the Union Ministry of Environment & Forests and its 

Dry forests in over-developed Dehradun
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resources in the country.
FSI Director General Saibal Dasgupta said automation of the 
whole process, including night-time fire alerts, had led to a 
significant reduction in the time taken for data processing and 
sending alerts. “The FSI is working on three aspects of forest 
fire - near real time (NRT) forest fire alerts, forest fire pre-
warning alerts and burnt scar studies,” Dasgupta told PTI in an 
interview here, in the backdrop of the recent Kurangani forest 
fires in Tamil Nadu.
The Dehradun-based FSI had sent two e-mails, he said, 
providing the co-ordinates of the forest fires to the nodal officer 
of Tamil Nadu Forest Department after receiving information 
from the National Remote Sensing Centre (NRSC), 
Hyderabad. “The FSI, with years of experience and a vast 
repository of fire-related data, has developed indigenous 'Pre-
Warning Alert System',” deputy director FSI, E Vikram, said.
With the India Meteorological Department forecasting a 
searing hot summer this year and average mean temperatures 
expected to remain more than a degree above normal, 
possibilities of forest fire will increase. With anti-cyclonic 
winds fuelling the flames, the situation may become difficult.
Forest fire can thrive only when sufficient fuel is available and 
weather conditions are suitable for its initiation and spread, 
explained Vikram. He said under favourable weather 
conditions, fires can spread quickly and become uncontrollable 
leading to loss of lives and property.
The season of the year when the weather conditions favour 
forest fires is called the 'fire season' and it coincides with the 
summer months in most parts of the country, except for the  
pastures in the high Himalayas which burn during the dry Tribune, Uttarakhand April 16
winter season. Monsoon rains invariably mark the end of the FSI carries out revamp of forest fire alerts system
fire season, he said.
FSI DG Dasgupta, who also holds the post of Additional DG of The Forest Survey of India (FSI) has “completely 
Forest in the Union Ministry of Environment and Forests and revamped” the forest fire alerts system across the country, 
Climate Change, said that “uncontrolled fires” is one of the bringing in the “Forest Fire Alerts System Version 2.0”, 
major causes of degradation of forests. “Precious forest making the entire process automated, including night-time 
resources, including carbon locked in the biomass, is lost due to alerts. Additionally, officials said, the FSI has put in place 
forest fires every year, which adversely impact the flow of an innovative system enabling them to forecast wildfire 10 
goods and services from forests,” he said.to 12 weeks in advance. The FSI is an organisation under 
Quoting a latest official report, he said forest fires are often the Union Ministry of Environment & Forests and its 

Dry forests in over-developed Dehradun
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caused intentionally by communities to promote grass jumped up & the elephant carried the lion cub!!° S28, 3km from 
growth, clear areas for shifting cultivation, clear forest S entrance Tinged by Sloof Lirpa”
floor for collection of non-timber forest products, and Apart from the somewhat rudimentary Photoshop techniques 
sometimes due to arson especially for hunting or (done by Kruger Sightings founder Nadav Ossendryver) – 
encroaching up on forest land. “Unintentional fires from there was a rather more obvious giveaway: the photo was 
cigarette/bidi butts sometimes cause havoc if not noticed at “tinged” (jargon for "shared") by one Sloof Lirpa – April Fool's 
an early state,” he said. — PTI spelled backwards.

Ossendryver says the post, which was shared on Twitter, 
Business Insider, South Africa Facebook and Instagram, reached almost 20 million people by 
SA's biggest ever April Fool's joke reached 20 million Tuesday morning. Astounding, since the platform "only" has 
people worldwide Helena Wasserman, April 2 267,000 Facebook followers, and 35,000 on Twitter.

On Sunday, the post quickly went viral in South Africa, Nigeria 
The popular Kruger Sightings platform shared a and Kenya, and then was shared in the US, Canada and 
Photoshopped post of an elephant carrying a lion cub for eventually reached millions of people in India. A number of 
April Fool's Day. media outlets – including the UK publication The Telegraph 
The post went viral, reaching 20 million people as far as the and the Microsoft-owned news platform MSN – contacted 
US, Canada, and India. Ossendryver to secure rights for the “photograph”.
Many people were fooled, including media outlets. “I had to tell them that they were fooled.”
A Photoshopped picture of a benevolent elephant carrying The New Indian Express newspaper, ran a story about the post 
a lion cub reached twenty million people worldwide in two quoting a senior wildlife conservationist who spoke about 
days. The popular Kruger Sightings platform, which "instances in the wild where predators have shown a 'human 
provides visitors to the Kruger National Park with real- face' during conflicts”. He cited an incident in Africa of a 
time updates on animal sightings, posted the picture on its female leopard who took care of a baby baboon. 

stsocial media platforms, on Sunday, April 1 . “But the photo that was circulated on April 1 certainly cannot 
@LatestKruger: be true. We see conflicts between tigers and elephants in India 
“We were following a lioness carrying her cub & she was and lions and elephants in Africa,” he explained.
getting really tired. An elephant showed up wanting to help Ossendryver, who started Kruger Sightings as a teenager in 
the lioness. The elephant put its trunk down, the cub 2011, has been posting fake wildlife pictures on April Fool's 

Day for the past five years. 


